United States History

 Primary Document Evaluation Form

Name of Student:                                                          
Period #:                         
Date Due:_________
Category (circle):  Expansion    Reform    Slavery    Civil War
Topic (write it in):____________________
1. Name of Document/ or Describe Document: 
2. Type of Document (circle):

             Newspaper                                      Map                                                            Advertisement      

             Telegram                                        Congressional Record                                 Letter

             Obituary                                          Press Release                                              Battle Report
             Memorandum                                 Diary                                                          Other - _______________
3. Date(s) of document:
4. Author (or creator) of the document and his or her position (job):

5. For what audience (people), was the document written?

6. Document information (All portions must be written using complete sentences)
A. Write six (6) complete sentences identifying the author’s main ideas. 

1. 
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3.








4.


5.


6.
B. What was the author’s purpose in creating this document?
C. Select and analyze an excerpt (1-2 sentences)  from the primary source that supports the author’s purpose for its creation. 
Excerpt:

Analysis: (How does this support the author’s purpose?)
D. List two (2) things the document tells you about the life in the United States at the time it was written.


1.


2.

E. Write a question that you would ask the author about this topic that was not addressed in the primary source.
