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808.  FOOD SERVICES




1.
Purpose


Food service programs of the district shall be directed at meeting the needs of the pupils in accordance with these guidelines.



2.
Authority


SC 504, 1337


The Board shall provide food service for lunch in all the schools of this district.

Unless they have been excused by the principal, all students are expected to remain in school for the lunch.




SC 504


Food sold by the school may be purchased by students, teachers, cafeteria employees and other employees for consumption on school premises and at school related activities.



3.
Delegation of 
Responsibility


The operation and supervision of the food services program shall be the responsibility of the Director of Food Services.




SC 504, 1337


The cafeterias are to be operated on a nonprofit basis. A periodic review of the cafeteria accounts shall be made by the Superintendent monthly and the auditor annually.




SC 504


Surplus accounts shall be used only for the improvement and maintenance of the food service program.




All funds derived from the operation, maintenance or sponsorship of the food service facilities shall be deposited in the Food Service Account, a special bank account, in the same manner as other funds belonging to the school district. Such funds shall be expended in such manner as may be approved and directed by the Board, but no amount shall be transferred from the Food Services Account to any other account or fund except that district advances to the food services program may be returned to the district's general fund from any surplus resulting from its operation.





The district shall participate in the State and Federal School Lunch Program.




SC 1335


Provisions shall be made for free and reduced price lunches as prescribed by federal and state law, in accordance with these guidelines.




The responsibility of the District Director of Food Services is to determine the eligibility of students for free and reduced cost lunches, based on an application submitted by an adult member of the family. The Director of Food Services may call upon the school nurse to verify specific family information. Federal Income Guidelines prevail.




The eligibility criteria for the school district includes:




1. Gross family income from wages, self-employment including farming, welfare or relief grants, social security or other pensions and all other sources of income.




2. Number of persons residing in the same household.




3. Number of children of the family attending school or service institution.




4. Extenuating circumstances even though the income level is exceeded.




District students participating in the reduced cost lunch program shall, under no circumstances, be segregated, designated or discriminated against for their inability to pay full cost of lunch. No lists of participating students shall be compiled either for public or private use. There shall be no requirement concerning students or members of the students' families to make up the full cost of reduced cost lunches by exchange of services or any form of labor for the school district.




Families applying for participation in the Free or Reduced Cost Lunch program will complete an application for that purpose and return it to the Director of Food Services. Upon receipt of the application, the Director of Food Services will determine eligibility based on federal income guidelines provided annually. Any denial may be appealed to the designated Appeal Officer, the Director of Finance, the Superintendent and, if necessary, to the Board of Education whose decision will be final.




Following is the procedure for applying for participation in the program:




1. An application must be completed and signed by an adult (over twenty-one (21)) member of the applying family. The completed application shall be forwarded to the Director of Food Services.




2. A maximum of twenty (20) days will be allowed for consideration, from the date the application is received by the district.




3. Applicants will be notified by mail, as promptly as possible, of the decision reached.




4. The student's eligibility shall remain unchanged in the event of transfer to another school in the district.




5. All decisions remain in effect for the balance of the current school year and until October 1 of the following year unless family circumstances change to warrant consideration.















School Code

504, 1335, 1337
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