SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER

July 22 2008

Wilson School District Strategic Vision Planks

WSD Vision Plank 1 - Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 2 - Grow Wilson regionally or nationally.

WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity.

WSD Vision Plank 4 - Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

WSD Vision Plank 5 - Create a flatter organizational structure for stakeholder collaboration.

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.

Among the actions taken by the Board at its meeting held on July 21st were the following:

--  Ratified/approve the following:
WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity. 

        a.   CHILD CARE FIELD TRIPS (all expenses paid by Child Care and Parents


Spring Ridge Center to Grings Mill, 7/17/08.

Spring Ridge and West Wyomissing Centers to Renaissance Faire, Lancaster, PA, 7/30/08.

Berkshire Heights, Spring Ridge, and West Wyomissing Centers to Hershey Chocolate World



and Gardens, 8/5/08.

Berkshire Heights, Spring Ridge, and West Wyomissing Centers to Lake Tobias Wild Life Park,



Halifax, PA, 8/8/08.

Berkshire Heights, Spring Ridge, and West Wyomissing Centers to Herr’s Factory/Knottingham Park,



Knottingham, PA, 8/14/08.

Berkshire Heights, Spring Ridge, and West Wyomissing Centers to Lincoln Park Pool, 8/15/08.

Berkshire Heights, Spring Ridge, and West Wyomissing Centers to Fantasy Roller Skating,



Muhlenberg Township, 8/19/08.
         b.   2008-2009 Participation Fee

               Junior Achievement of Berks County, Inc.
$1,100.
--  Approved the Superintendent’s Report as follows:
WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity. 

Retirements

Beverly Bright, 3rd Shift Custodian, Southern Jr. H.S., 7 years with the Wilson School District, eff. 1/2/08.

Mary Kendig, Building Nurse, Shiloh Hills, 19 years with the Wilson School District, eff/ 8/1/08.

Peter Seagreaves, Assistant Director of Curriculum & Instruction, 29.6 years in education, 20 years of 


service with the Wilson School District, eff. 8/18/08.


Denise Romich, Part-time Food Service Manager, 15 years of service with the Wilson School District, eff. 7/21/08.

Resignations

Barbara Reed, Bus Aide, eff. 6/6/08.

Jolynn Stuebner, Special Ed. Instructional Assistant,, Shiloh Hills, eff. 6/17/08.

Tara Woomer, Biology Teacher, Central Jr. H.S., eff. 6/19/08.

Pauline Bean, Soar to Success Teacher, Cornwall Terrace, eff. 6/20/08.

Jacqui Niel, Grade 4, Lincoln Park, eff. 6/27/08.

Dori Hoch, Half-time Reading Specialist, West Wyomissing, eff. 6/30/08.



Change in Status

Drew Gentile, Life guarding instructor, change in rate, eff. 7/1/08.

Ryan Fitterling, Support Specialist, salary increase due to completion of MCP course, eff. 7/14/08.

Linda Staudt, Cook-Baker, Central Jr. H.S. to Substitute Cook-Baker, eff. 7/21/08.

Ryan Frederick, Long-Term Substitute, Grade 3, West Wyomissing, to Temporary Professional


Employee, Grade 3, West Wyomissing, no change in rate, eff. 8/19/08.

Stacey Stoudt, Grade 2, Cornwall Terrace to Elementary Instructional Coach, eff. 8/19/08.

Nicole Cyran, Long-Term Math Substitute, High School, to Temporary Professional Employee, Math,


Central Jr., eff. 8/19/08.

Jessica Stark, Grade 5, Cornwall Terrace Elementary to Biology, Central Jr. H.S., eff. 8/19/08 (replacing 

Tara Woomer who resigned on 6/19/08).

Samantha Wolfe, Daily Substitute to Long-Term Substitute, Resource Teacher, High School,


eff. 8/19/08 to the last day of the 2008-09 school year (replacing Ann Grenko for her full year sabbatical).

Mary Ann Reed, Grade 1, Green Valley, to Reading Specialist, Green Valley and Spring Ridge, eff 8/19/08.

Destinee Logan, Long-Term Gifted Support/History Substitute, to Temporary Professional Employee,


Secondary Gifted Support Teacher, eff. 8/19/08.
Change in Status – (continued)
Colleen Cumello, Long-Term English Substitute, to Temporary Professional Employee, English and


Special Education, Central Jr. H.S., eff. 8/19/08.

Ada Sykes, Long-Term Spanish Substitute Half-time, to Long-Term Spanish Full-time, Southern Jr. H.S.,


eff. 8/19/08.

John Witmyer, Substitute Bus Driver to Regular School Bus Driver, 20 hrs./wk., eff. 8/25/08.

Elianel Gonzales, Substitute Bus Driver to Regular School Bus Driver, 20 hrs./wk., eff. 8/25/08.


Joanne Frey, Substitute ESY Classroom Nurse, 6/23/08-6/30/08; rate change, eff. 7/1/08-7/31/08.


Colleen Kanter, ESY Classroom Nurse,  eff. 6/23/08-6/30/08; rate change, eff/ 7/1/08-7/31/08.


Joan Sillhart ESY Fast ForWord Instructional Assistant, maximum 60 hrs., retroactive to 6/23/08.


Jerry Laboranti, Secondary Instructional Music Teacher to Elementary Instructional Music Teacher, eff. 8/19/08.
Change in Hourly Rate Due to Increased Minimum Salary Range

David Huber, Custodian, eff. 7/1/08.

Jeffrey Webber, Custodian, eff. 7/1/08.

Summer Employment

      Transportation

      Jordan Jackson, Transportation Aide, 40 hrs./wk., eff. 6/9/08.

      Summer ESL Tutors

 Megan Flowers, ESL Tutor, 6 hrs./wk., eff. 6/17/08 –7/29/08.

 Alaena Sachs, ESL Tutor, 12 hrs./wk., eff. 6/10/08 – 6/26/08.

      Summer Librarians (eff. 6/16/08 – 7/24/08)

 Linda McHale, High School

Linda Houck, Cornwall Terrace

 Sandy Mitstifer, Southern Jr. H.S.
Kathy Nallo, Green Valley

 Sue Lecatsas, Central Jr. H.S.

Laurie Hritz, Whitfield & Shiloh Hills

Unpaid Leave of Absence

Tricia Wertz, Learning Support Teacher, High School, 1st semester of the 2008-2009 school year.
       
Appointments

Temporary Professional Employees, (eff. 8/19/08)

Bradley Binder, Special Education, West Wyomissing & Lincoln Park

Cynthia Cockrum, Science, Southern Jr. H.S.


Lauren Kalata, Social Studies, Southern Jr. H.S.


Emily Showalter, Grade 1, Green Valley


Long-Term Substitute Teachers (eff. 8/19/08)


Caitlyn Trainer, Grade 1, West Wyomissing (replacing Erin Schiefer for her year long maternity leave).
Patrick Howard, Mathematics, High School, 8/19/08 until the last day of the 2008-09 school year   


(replacing Nichole Cyran who had a change of status on 8/19/08).

Katie Witsoe, Grade 4, Lincoln Park, 8/19/08 until the last day of the 2008-09 school year (replacing


Cheryl Varano who is on a year long sabbatical).

District Grade Level Leaders (eff. 8/19/08)

Kindergarten – Susan Zimmerman

Grade 4 – Cynthia Kohl

Grade 1 – Kathryn Levy


Grade 5 – Cindy Bohr


Grade 2 – Denise Boyer


Grade 6 – Tammy Hahn


Grade 3 – Karen Meridionale


Support Staff

Andrea Jones, Substitute Instructional Assistant, district-wide, as needed, retroactive to 5/5/08 until 6/6/08.

Colleen Kantner, ESY Classroom Nurse, maximum 60 hrs., retroactive to 6/23/08.

Joann Frey, Substitute ESY Classroom Nurse, as needed, retroactive to 6/23/08.

Gary Riegel, Substitute Bus Driver, eff. 7/11/08.

Luther Foltz, Part-time Custodian, Berkshire Heights, 25 hrs./wk., eff. 7/28/08.



Elementary Substitute Teachers (eff. 8/25/08)\

Betsy Althouse


Bette Kertell

James Reaser

Carrie Angstadt


Marilyn Kissinger
Melissa Reed

Carla Becker


Dara Koch

David Richardson

Cindy Bigg-Stoudt

Pamela Lefkowith
Beth Robinson

Charles Bingham


Cynthia Marks

Laura Schell

Betsy Buchanan


Karen Matthew

Michelle Semain

Aileen Burke


Catherine McAndrew
Alice Strauss

Laura Condos


Traci MeDermott

Anne Steuer

Laura Cugini


David Mell

Kelsey Tothero

Belinda Davison


Iva Moyer

Ellen Widener

Elementary Substitute Teachers – (continued)

Brittany Desimone

Cara Musitano

Michael Wurster

Laura Dise


Barbara Myer

Jennifer Yeager

Megan Flowers


Ronda Neiswender
Laura Youngcourt

Margaret Fontana


Adrienne Niehls

Adrienne Zemanek

Lisa Gallagher


Ann Marie Noecker

Gregory Hill


Nancy Poole

Richard Houser


Jane Pratt Corroon

Katie Jones


Ann Prendergast
Secondary Substitute Teachers (eff. 8/25/08)
Cathy Bachman


Phyllis Kawood

Jocelyn Moyer


Christine Buck


Marilyn Kissinger
David Piscitelli

Elaine Daly


Daniel Leininger

James Reaser

Anthony Deater


Brenda Mack

Melissa Reed

Deborah Gerbino


Catherine McAndrew
Beth Robinson

Stephen Goodling

Traci McDermott

Dalin Ulrich

Gail Grill


David McGeorge

Michael Wurster

Barbara Heckman

Lori McGovern



Gregory Hill


David Mell

Emergency Substitute Teachers (eff. 8/25/08)
Melissa Adams


Lisa Deck

Brooke Harris 

Karen Allen


Tara Ebling

Rhea Hatzistavrakis 

Marshall Babczak

Mary Egberts

Melissa Heiser
Patricia Baker


Rebecca Forrester
Dennis Heltibridle

Jim Baker


Deborah Frank

Barton Henderson


Amy Bartolone


Christine Galantuomo
Sheryl Henry


Cathy Beaver


Janet Gallagher

Castel Jean


Janet Behrenshausen

Barbara Geisler

Jennifer Kiwak


Beth Borell


Leslie Gerhard

Thomas Klein


Charles Brown


Edythe Goldstein

Lisa Leayman

Tamica Cheney


Gregory Gorddard
Nealie Leslie


Patricia Christopher

Edwin Guinther

Paula Levandowski

Joseph Danver


Robert Haftel

Joan Levering 

Frances Davies


Dorothy Haring

Cynthia Mappin 

Melissa McCoy


Eleanor Reyner

Nancy Thren 

Mary Ellen McIntyre

Sandra Roberts

Robert Tranquillo 

Timothy Moll


Robert Robertson, Jr.
Kathryn Trout
Gerard Muller


Jill Ruchlewicz

Marianne Turner
Freya Oostingh


Joan Schmidt

Patricia Walters
Louise Ordemann


Kenda Seidel

Angela Wambaugh
Jane Palmese


Valerie Selig

Mimi Wolfe
Lorraine Peacock


Lora Shuliga

Christine Worley
Jocelyn Plue


Joella Simmons

Erica Yanney
John Plummer


Patricia Skorpinski
Angela Preniczky


Lisa Taylor
Robert Reardon


Christina Thompson

Nurse Substitutes (eff. 8/25/08)
Joann Frey


Linda Laumeister

Susan Ritter
Colleen Kantner


Carol Noga

Jean Smith
Secretary Substitutes (eff. 8/25/08)
               Mary Jo Dunn

Marjorie Reimer


Roseann Howard

Jodi Seifrit


RaeAnne Kline

Barbara Thren


Michelle Musseman
Dianne Volutza


Nancy Reichwein

Extracurricular Programs/Staff

Appointments


Philip Lechner, Junior High Cross Country Coach


Sheila Stufflet, Assistant Varsity Girls Basketball Coach




Scott Auchter, Assistant Boys Water Polo Coach


 Approval of the Wilson Community Swim Program Fall 2008.
      
Child Care Programs/Staff
      
 
Rescinding of Resignation
Chasity Witwer, Assistant Supervisor Substitute all centers, eff. 7/22/08 and

              Assistant Supervisor, Whitfield Center, eff. 8/25/08. (Chasity was listed on the 5/19/08 

              board agenda). 

        
Change in Status


Bridget Wealand, Aide, Shiloh Hills Center, to Assistant Supervisor, Shiloh Hills Center and




Substitute Assistant Supervisor, all centers, eff. 6/23/08.


Bridget Wealand, Aide, Shiloh Hills Center to Substitute Supervisor, all centers, eff. 6/23/08,


Sharon Capiotis, Secretarial Aide, Child Care, to Child Care Secretary, eff. 7/1/08.

Change in Child Care Hourly Rates

Increase in  Student Aide rate, eff. 7/1/08.

Increase Acting Supervisor rate, eff. 7/1/08.
--  Accepted with gratitude, $1,300 from Lifetouch National School Studios to the Wilson Central Jr. H.S. to 

     be used for PSSA preparation.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved to change the School Board meeting from Wednesday, February 18, 2009 to Tuesday,

     February 17, 2009.

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.

--  Granted permission to waive tuition from 8/25/08 to 10/29/08 for Joshua Derr, Grade 1, Green Valley

     Elementary and James Derr, Grade 3, Green Valley Elementary, whose parents will be moving into the

     District on 10/29/08 as per Board Policy #202 – Eligibility on Non-Residents.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

--  Granted permission to apply for Federal Program funds for the 2008-09 school year as follows: 

Safe and Drug Free Schools Grant
$11,517.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved the Contractual Agreement between the Education Department, Alvernia College and

the Wilson School District for the 2008-09 school year for student teacher placements.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

--  Approved the Affiliation Agreement between Kutztown University College of Education and 

the Wilson School District for the 2008-09 school year for student teacher placements.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success. 

--  Approved the District Assessment Program for 2008-09.
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success. 

--  Approved to submit the following delinquent accounts to Berks County Tax Claim Bureau:


(1) Spring Township October 2007 Interim Tax Bill


(1) Lower Heidelberg Township October 2007 Interim Tax Bill

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
--  Ratified the mileage reimbursement rate of $.585 effective July 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008 to mirror

     approved IRS mileage rate.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Ratified permission to advertise request for bids for two 28-passenger school buses and two 72-passenger 

    school buses for the new school year.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Authorized the Superintendent to make employment commitments to qualified professional     

     applicants for the purpose of filling vacancies that occur after the July 21, 2008, Board meeting with action to  

     be ratified by the Board of Education at the next official meeting.

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.

--  Approved the June 2008 budget transfers.
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved Kati Farrer, Public Information Director/Wilson Education Foundation Executive Director, 

     12 months, Act 93, effective August 1, 2008. 
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.

--  Approved of a part-time athletic trainer position for the 2008-2009 school year.
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.




--  Approved Faye Parker, as a contacted Camp Swatara Nurse for six camps, eff. 9/22/08. 
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.

--  Approved the engagement letter for local audit of the District’s financial statements with Herbein+Company, Inc.,  

     for the year ended June 30, 2008 at a cost of $23,000 and for the year ended June 30, 2009 at a cost of $23,500. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Rescinded agenda item #1.f.5 (ESL hourly tutor rates) from 6/4/07 agenda. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.


--  Approved to contract with Austill’s Rehabilitation Services, Inc. for speech-language therapy services,

     for the 2008-2009 school year, 3 days per week at $63.00 per hour. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

 --  Approved of Berks Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services 2008-2009 Interpreter Rates. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved the Children’s Home of Reading (CHOR) 2008-2009 Tuition Contract Agreement at $135.00

    per day, per student. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved to submit Plancon F Construction documents to PDE for their review on the Green Valley

     Middle School Project. The board is directing KCB Architects to ensure all the documents conform to PDE

     standards. The submission of these documents to PDE will occur after the project goes out to bid. 
WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Granted permission to certify to PDE that the new operations building is being built as a non-reimbursable

     project by voting to submit the PDE Form 3074(a). 

WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Granted permission to proceed with architectural planning and preliminary discussions for the transportation

     center renovation project.

WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Approved to accept a proposal from the Market Street Sports Group (MSSG) to enter into an exclusive vending 
     agreement with the Coca-Cola Company for a 5-year term. The agreement is worth approximately $21,080 per  

     year with Wilson’s share estimate at $14,756 yearly. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Held the Final reading and adopted the following revised policies: 

Policy # 141 – Distance Learning

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

Policy #440 – Responsibility of Staff for Student Welfare

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
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