SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER

July 17, 2007

Among the actions taken by the Board at its meeting last evening were the following:

--  Ratified/approved the following:


Field Trip

           
Wilson varsity baseball team, Coaches Jeff Evans, Bill Underwood, and Mike Smith, IMG Baseball Academy,

Bradenton, Florida, 3/13 – 3/16/08. 

       .
Child Care Field Trips (all expenses paid by Child Care and Parents)

Berkshire Heights, West Wyomissing, and Whitfield Centers to Lake Tobias Wildlife Park, Halifax (PA), 7/6/07;

Berkshire Heights and Spring Ridge Centers to Weaver’s Orchard, Morgantown (PA), 7/11/07;

All centers to Adventure Aquarium, Camden, (NJ), 7/13/07;

West Wyomissing and Whitfield Centers to Renaissance Faire, Manheim, (PA), 8/1/07;

All centers to Indian Echo Caverns, Hummelstown, (PA), 8/15/07;

Berkshire Heights, West Wyomissing and Whitfield Centers to Jr. Skate Away, Shillington, (PA), 8/20/07; 


All centers to Heisler’s Golf and Dairy Bar, Tamaqua, (PA), 8/22/07.

          
Participation

              Dr. Patricia Ahrens, PASCD Supervision Committee Meeting, State College (PA), 7/31-8/1/07.
       
Participation Fee 2007-2008
Junior Achievement of Berks County, Inc.: $1,200

--  Approved the Superintendent’s Report as follows:


Retirement

Elizabeth Berger, Food Service Worker, Cornwall Terrace, 5 years of service with the Wilson School District, eff. 6/6/07.
Resignations

Kathy Skehan, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Cornwall Terrace, eff. 6/6/07.

Kathy Trout, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Whitfield, eff. 6/18/07.

J. Luke Hadfield, Principal, Southern Junior High School, effective on or before 8/28/07.

Unpaid Leave

Kelly Beck, Social Studies Teacher, High School, 10/2 – 10/3/07 and 11/21/07 (3 working days).

Change in Status


Lorraine Matthew, Monitorial Aide at Green Valley to Greeter/Aide at West Wyomissing, 16.25 hrs./wk., eff. 8/27/07.

Marsha Gleason, half-time LTS Reading Specialist, Green Valley, to half-time Kindergarten Teacher 


(TPE), Spring Ridge, eff. 8/21/07.


Sandra Petersheim, TPE at Spring Ridge, CY2 to CY3, eff. 8/21/07.


Sharon Hill, Grade 3, Lincoln Park, to Reading Specialist, Shiloh Hills, eff. 8/21/07.


Ann Marie Lebo, Food Service Worker, Green Valley, to Substitute Food Service Worker, eff. 6/6/08.


Caroline Walter, First Grade Teaching Assistant, West Wyomissing, to full-day Kindergarten Assistant,



West Wyomissing, hours TBD, eff. 8/27/07.


Maryann Bare, Administrative Assistant to the Transportation Coordinator, from 11-month employee to



12-month employee, eff. 7/1/07.

Donna Gerhart, Administrative Assistant to the Coordinator of Food Service from 10-month employee to



12-month employee, eff. 7/1/07.

Anissa Southwick, from hourly teacher to full-time contracted teacher (TPE), grade TBD, Whitfield, B+24



(subject to verification), CY1, eff. 8/21/07.

Brian Foreman, from substitute teacher to hourly Art teacher, High School, 2.5 hrs./day, eff. 8/23/07.

       Kathy Blume, part-time nurse, Southern/Cornwall Terrace, to substitute nurse, eff. 8/27/07.

       
Support Staff

Jason Dusko, Computer Lab Assistant, Lincoln Park, 14.5 hrs. /wk., effective the first day of the



2007-2008 school year (replacement for Janet Parker who resigned on 6/7/07).


Edwin Graeff, School Crossing Guard, 10 hrs./wk.,  eff. 8/27/07.


Grant Kershner, School Crossing Guard, 10 hrs./wk., eff. 8/27/07.


Alton Wood, School Crossing Guard, 10 hrs./wk., eff. 8/27/07.


Brian DeGreen, School Crossing Guard, 5 hrs./wk.,  eff. 8/27/07.


Peggy DeGreen, School Crossing Guard, 5 hrs./wk., eff. 8/27/07.

   
Additional Elementary Mentors for the 2006-2007 School Year
              Scott Easteadt mentoring Lauren Stump, Green Valley

              Tara Kauffman mentoring Claire Gibney, Green Valley

Temporary Professional Employees (Effective 8/21/07)


Samantha Kay Baas, half-time Spanish , High School

Vanessa Bauer, Grade 5, Green Valley


Adam Filer, Math, High School


Jessica Lewars, ESL, Elementary


Joseph McGee, Emotional Support, High School


Emily A. Stevenson, English, High School


Jennifer L. Trout, half-time German, Central Jr. H.S.


Long-Term Substitute Teachers (Effective 8/21/07)

Rachel Hartman, Grade 2, 1st Semester, Spring Ridge (replacement for Jen Hunsberger on maternity leave)

Jana Simmons, Grade 6, Spring Ridge (replacement for Matt Riffle who will be on a one-year sabbatical)


Extracurricular Programs/Staff



Appointments



Jennifer Miller, Southern Jr. H.S. Girls’ Volleyball Coach


Jessica Stark, Southern Jr. H.S. Girls’ Assistant Volleyball Coach


Moss Grande, Assistant Varsity Boys’ Soccer Coach
Vicki Quimby, Southern Jr. H.S. Girls’ Basketball Coach


Marci Yousaitis, Assistant Varsity Girls’ Basketball Coach


Approved the 2007-2008 Extracurricular Salaries/Stipends.


Approved the Wilson Community Swim Program Fall 2007.



Approved the  2007-08 Community Swim Staff Additions:


Hannah Barnes

Sarah Walter


J. Wesley Hopkins
Hannah Zinner



Jacob Lloyd

Angela Walter, Volunteer



Molly Ruth

Evan Zinner, Volunteer



Tyler Toren


--  Accepted with gratitude the following donations:

a.) $1,412 from Lifetouch National School Studios to the Central Junior High School to be used 
       for building appearance improvements;





b.)  $193.98 from TARGET to the Central Junior High School to be used for building appearance 




       improvements;

c.) Newly installed playground structure (cost: $50,519) from the Whitfield Home and School 
                                    Association (WHSA) to the Whitfield Elementary School;

d.) $4,900 grant from Lowe’s Home Improvement Center to the Whitfield Elementary School for a 
       water study area.
--  Granted permission for the Wilson Music Department for the Indiana University of Pennsylvania Marching Band to use 


the high school gym and locker room areas from 9:00 p.m. Saturday, September 29 to 12:00 p.m., Sunday,


September 30, 2007.

--  Approved to reschedule the School Board meetings as follows:




Monday, September 3, 2007 (Labor Day) to Wednesday, September 5, 2007 (7:00 p.m.);




Monday, January 21, 2008 (Martin Luther King Day) to Wednesday, January 23, 2008 (7:00 p.m.);




Monday, February 18, 2008 (Presidents’ Day) to Wednesday, February 20, 2008 (7:00 p.m.).



--  Granted permission to apply for Federal Program funds for the 2007-08 school year as follows:




Safe and Drug Free Schools Grant
$13,356.00
--  Granted permission to apply for Act 80 days for elementary and secondary as follows:

Friday, September 14, 2007: 
Early dismissal – elementary students dismissed at 11:00 a.m.; secondary students dismissed at 11:30 a.m., no afternoon kindergarten.

Thursday, November 15, 2007: 
No morning kindergarten. Elementary students dismissed early (11:00 a.m.).

Monday, November 19, 2007:
No afternoon kindergarten. Elementary students dismissed early (11:00 a.m.).

Tuesday, November 20, 2007:
No morning kindergarten. Elementary students dismissed early (11:00 a.m.).

Wednesday, November 21, 2007:
No afternoon kindergarten. Elementary students dismissed early (11:00 a.m.);





secondary students dismissed at 11:30 a.m.

Friday, February 8, 2008:

Early dismissal – elementary students dismissed at 11:00 a.m.; 




secondary students dismissed at 11:30 a.m. No morning kindergarten. 




Afternoon kindergarten will attend morning session.
--  Granted permission to approve elementary guidance internship for Cheryl Brichard, West Chester University student

     with Laura Grant, Spring Ridge Elementary, for the 2007-08 school year.

--  Authorized for the Superintendent to make employment commitments to qualified professional applicants for the

purpose of filling vacancies that occur after the July 16, 2007, Board meeting with action to be ratified by 
the Board of Education at the next official meeting.
--  Approved to increase an Acting Child Care Supervisor rate from $10.75 per hour to $11.00 per hour due to DPW

          
regulations, effective 7/1/07. 
--  Approved the budget transfers for the 2006/2007 school year. 
--  Authorized the appointment of Christine A. Schlosman, CPA, to Assistant Director of Finances, effective 8/1/07. 

--  Approved to submit the following delinquent accounts to Berks County Tax Claim Bureau: 

●  (2) Spring Township October 2006 interim tax bills

●  (3) Lower Heidelberg October 2006 interim tax bills

--  Approved the agreement with the Pennsylvania Trust for Conrad Siegel Actuaries to perform GASB 45

       
evaluation services at a fee not to exceed $8,050. 
--  Ratified the extended term pricing agreement (Transportation Service Option) with UGI for a term of five years 
from July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2012. The rate for the first year will be $2.00/Mcf with subsequent year 
rates determined on a yearly basis. 

--  Approved the submittal of PlanCon Part G form to PDE for the Cornwall Terrace Elementary School Project.
--  Approved the change orders for the Cornwall Terrace Elementary School: 
●  01-07 – Lyons Construction Services, add $846.00

●  03-01 – Worth & Company, Inc., add $142.00

-- Approved the change order for the Whitfield Elementary School: 



●  05-05 – Pagoda Electrical, Inc., add $2,624.57

-- Authorized the  Delta Dental Premier Dental Service Contract, effective 7/1/07 through 6/30/08 as follows: 

Single coverage: $23.68/mo. (increase of $1.13);

Dependent Coverage: $60.43/mo. (increase of $1.75/mo.);

Administration fee increases by $.30/employee/month to $4.55.

-- Authorized single coverage for medical and dental benefits for individuals hired as Long Term Substitute 
Teachers (45 consecutive days or more in a certified position), effective 8/28/07. 

-- Authorized the 2007-2008 Support Staff Salary Ranges. 
-- Approved to enter into a school-based juvenile probation agreement between Berks County Juvenile

      
 Probation Office and the Wilson School District. This agreement is no cost to the district and 

      
 will allow a Berks County Juvenile Probation Officer to be housed at Wilson High School as an additional 

      
 safety measure. 

--  Approved for the Wilson School Board to submit the following Legislative Platform to the Pennsylvania 

School Boards’ Association (PSBA): 



“It is resolved that PSBA supports efforts to bring real tax relief to our senior and low

income residents of the Great State of Pennsylvania. Further the PSBA supports an



economical approach to tax relief on a state wide basis by increasing the benefits of



the current program known as the Property Tax or Rent Rebate filed on form PA-1000.



To that end, PSBA supports a state wide initiative to provide tax relief on a consistent



basis by funding the existing program which will save program expenses while



delivering tax relief to the residents that will benefit the most.”

--  Granted permission to award the 2007-2008 District Calendar printing contract to Courier Printing, 24 Laurel 
Bank Ave., Deposit, New York 13754
$9,199
--   In accordance with the evaluation plan for the superintendent and all Act 93 administrators, approved
      to Dr. Lawrence J. Mussoline, Jr., Superintendent, a performance bonus for the 2006-2007 school year.
--  Approved a resolution to terminate employment of Charlene Smith.
--  Chris McCaffrey and Dean Damiani presented a program on the Virtual Academy.
