06/16/09

SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER

June 16, 2009
Among the actions taken by the Board at its Vision Directed meeting last evening were the following:
Dr. Thomas Ruth sworn in as Superintendent of Schools, Wilson School District, by Judge Ann Young.

1. Ratification/approval of the following: (Voice Vote)

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.
 a. Field Trips – (Child Care)

1.) Berkshire Heights to Reading Public Museum, Reading, June 26, 2009.
2.) Berkshire Heights, Cornwall Terrace, and Whitfield to Reading IMAX Theater, Reading, July 1, 2009.

3.) Cornwall Terrace to Central Pool, July 2 & July 7, 2009.

4.) Cornwall Terrace and Whitfield to Ashland Coal Mine, Centralia, July 10, 2009.

5.) Berkshire Heights to Elmwood Zoo, Norristown, July 10, 2009.

6.) Berkshire Heights to Reading Museum Planetarium, Reading, July 13, 2009.

7.) Berkshire Heights, Cornwall Terrace, and Whitfield to Reading IMAX Theater, Reading, July 15, 2009.

8.) Berkshire Heights, Cornwall Terrace, and Whitfield to New Jersey Aquarium, Camden, NJ, July 20, 2009.

2. PERSONNEL/PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS (SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT) (Roll Call)

WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity. 

a. Retirement

M. Elaine Schwenk, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Senior High School, 21 years with the 
     Wilson School District, eff. 6/11/09.

Loraine Springer, Career Specialist, Senior High School, 20 years with the Wilson School District, 
     eff. 7/31/09.
b. Resignations
RaeAnne Kline, Assistant Tax Specialist, eff. 6/5/09.
Belinda Davison, Computer Lab Assistant, Whitfield Elementary, eff. 6/10/09.
William Weiser, School Bus Driver, eff. 6/10/09.
Diane MacMahon, Reading Specialist, Green Valley Elementary, eff. 6/15/09.
Rebecca Guthrie, SOAR teacher, Whitfield Elementary, eff. the end of the 08-09 school year.
c. Change of Status
Tammy Wheeler, Bus Driver to Substitute Bus Driver, eff. 6/2/09.
Jeffrey Burridge, Substitute School Bus Driver to Regular School Bus Driver, eff. 6/3/09.
Ashleigh Kochel, from Student Aide, Senior High Center, 15 hours/week, to Aide, Berkshire Heights 
Center, 7 hours/week, eff. 6/11/09.
Sarah Walter, from Student Aide, Berkshire Heights Center, 2 hours/week to Substitute Aide,
all centers, eff. 6/11/09.

Kathleen Hess, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Central Jr. High, to full-time Assistant Tax 

Specialist, Administration, eff. 6/11/09. 
Laura Dise, Long Term Substitute for the 08-09 school year to continue as a Long Term Substitute, Green 
Valley Elementary, CY 2, eff. 8/25/09 to approximately 11/30/09 (replacing Claire Gibney for her maternity leave)

Grace Lee, Chinese Teacher, Senior High, from .5 TPE to .7 TPE, eff. 8/25/09.

d. Appointments

1.) Temporary Professional Employees – (TPE) (effective 8/25/09)


Jesse McBride

2054 C Lorraine Road

Reading, Pa 19604



Education



Bachelors Degree, Messiah College

Experience



Daily Substitute, Wilson School District, 2008-2009 school year



Skills Development Tutor, Senior High/ Southern Junior High, eff. March 2009- present

Assignment

English Teacher, Senior High School (replacing Dave Partridge who is retiring at the 
end of the 08-09 school year)

Justin Flamini

220 Richard Way

Collegeville, Pa 19426



Education



Bachelors Degree, West Chester University

Experience



Long Term Substitute, Lower Merion High School, March 2009- Present

Assignment

9th Grade Social Studies Teacher, Southern Junior High (replacing Virginia Jones who is retiring at the end of the 08-09 school year).
2.) Long Term Substitute

Christine Flickinger

151 Hoch Road

Oley, Pa 19547



Education



Bachelor of Science in English Education, Millersville University, December 2007

Experience



Substitute Teacher, Oley Valley School District, September 2008- present 

Assignment

English, Long Term Substitute, Southern Junior High (replacing Robin Dautrich for her year long sabbatical).
Jacob Peterson

14 Mansion Court East

Birdsboro, Pa 19508



Education



Bachelors Degree in Business Education- Alvernia University, Spring 2009

Bachelors Degree in Business Administration- Lebanon Valley College, May 2007

Experience



Substitute Teacher, Wilson Senior High School, April 2009- present

Assignment



Business Teacher, Senior High School (replacing Stef Wagner for her full year sabbatical)

Karen Klinger

1414 Palm St.

Reading, Pa 19604



Education



Bachelors Degree, Albright College, December 2005
Experience



SOAR Teacher, Shiloh Hills Elementary, 8/2008- present



Hourly Special Education Teacher, Shiloh Hills Elementary, 8/2007-6/2008

Assignment



Emotional Support Teacher, Shiloh Hills Elementary, eff. approximately 10/17/2009 to 

4/5/10 (replacing Caryn Moreland for her maternity leave).

3.) Support Staff 
Jeffrey Burridge, Substitute School Bus Driver, eff. 5/29/09.

4.) Supplemental Special Education – Summer 2009 


Michelle Greenawalt, Learning Support Teacher, beginning 6/30/09, maximum 317 hours, 

split with Art Morris.

5.) ESY Appointments

Shana Dickinson, ESY Autistic Support Teacher, Whitfield, beginning 6/30/09, 

     maximum 120 hrs.

Judie Stichler, ESY Learning/Emotional Support Instructional Assistant, CJH, 
     beginning 6/30/09, maximum 18 hrs.
Lauren Chapin, ESY Autistic Support Instructional Assistant, Whitfield, maximum 117 hours.
e. Summer Employment
Ted Kramer, Carpenter, 30 hours per week, eff. 6/8/09-8/21/09.


Dan Witman, Carpenter, 30 hours per week, eff. 6/8/09-8/21/09.
Austin Braine, Grounds, 40 hours per week, eff. 6/15/09.
f. Extracurricular Programs/Staff
1.) Appointments - Paid
Jim Surgeoner, Southern Junior High Head Football Coach, replacing Paul Covell.
Paul Covell, Senior High Assistant Football Coach, (replacing the position split between
      Brandon Naples and Ryan Wolber).


Lauren Kalata, Southern Head Girls Volleyball Coach, replacing Jennifer Miller.

Stephanie Johnson, Southern Assistant Girls Volleyball Coach.
Joanna Flanagan, High School, Assistant Varsity Field Hockey Coach.
2.) Appointments - Volunteer

Volunteer Coach For Junior High Cross Country 

Allie Stevens 2656 Cleveland Avenue, West Lawn, PA 19609

Volunteer Coach For Senior High  Football 
Ernie Wolber 
Greg Barnett 

Brandon Naples


Kyle Crabbs, 1041 N. Church Road, Sinking Spring, PA 19608

Volunteer Coach For Southern Football

Justin Flamini
Accepted with gratitude, the donations of
a.) $156.89 from VSN Photograph, LLC, Permaward & Permanent Sign, 1225 Old Lancaster Pike, Sinking Spring, PA 19608, to Southern Junior High to be used for student activities.
b.) $1,260.00 from Lifetouch National School Studios, 11000 Viking Drive, Suite 500E, Eden Prairie, MN 55344, to Whitfield Elementary, to be used for school supplies.
c.) $1,338.00 from Lifetouch National School Studios, 11000 Viking Drive, Suite 500E, Eden Prairie, MN 55344, to Wilson Central Junior High, to be used for PSSA preparations.
d.) $8,433.39 from Green Valley Elementary Home School Association, 270 Green Valley Road, Sinking Spring, PA 19608, to the Wilson School District, to be used to purchase: Promethean ActivBoard, Promethean ActiVotes, Hang mounts, Espon Powerlite 822+ and Epson DC-10 Document camera,        7 Digital Cameras, and 2 Digital Handy Cams.
e.) $61.56 from Redner’s Markets, Inc., #3 Quarry Road, Reading, A 19605, to Whitfield Elementary, to be used for the purchase of school supplies.
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

Approved the entering of names of the 2009 Wilson graduates into the permanent minutes.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.
Authorized Superintendent to make employment commitments to qualified professional  applicants for the purpose of filling vacancies that occur after the June 15, 2009, Board meeting with action to be ratified by the Board of Education at the next official meeting.

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Approved  the 2009-2010 Curriculum and Staff Development Workshops.
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Approved the 2009-2010 Instructional Technology Educational Program (ITEP) workshops.
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Approved the Resolution approving and adopting student discipline Waiver and Consent Agreement dated June 2, 2009.

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Approved to reschedule the 2010 School Board meetings as follows:




Monday, February 15, 2010 (Presidents’ Day) to Tuesday, February 16, 2010 (7:00 p.m.);



Monday, April 5, 2010 (Easter Monday) to Tuesday, April 6, 2010 (7:00 p.m.).

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Approved to hire Maureen Miller, 94 Birch Parkway, Sparta, NJ 07871 to the position of Secondary Special Education Supervisor at an annual salary of $83,027, effective July 1, 2009. 
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approval given to authorize the termination of Kati Farrer effective immediately.

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Approved the 2009-2010 General Fund Budget with tax on real estate of 20.75 mills, as per resolution attached
 to permanent minutes, providing for expenditures of $81,039,000.

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved  the Homestead and Farmstead Exclusion Resolution for 2009-2010.
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Approved to transfer any excess revenue over expenditures from the 2008-2009 fiscal year from the 
general fund to the capital reserve fund.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved to submit the following delinquent accounts to Berks County Tax Claim Bureau:

· One Sinking Spring July 2008 interim tax bill

· Three Spring Township July 2008 split tax bills

· One Spring Township July 2008 interim tax bill
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the 2009-2010 cafeteria budget of $2,789,881 including the pricing as follows:


LUNCH


At $2.10 for Elementary, reflecting a $.10 increase


At $2.30 for Secondary, reflecting a $.10 increase


At $2.90 for Secondary “MEAL DEAL” platter, reflecting a $.10 increase


At $3.95 for Adult Regular Platter, reflecting a $.70 increase


At $4.45 for Adult “MEAL DEAL” platter, reflecting a $.70 increase


BREAKFAST


At $1.25 for Elementary, reflecting no increase


At $1.45 for Secondary, with programs to start with the 2009-2010 school year


MILK


At $.55 for White Milk, reflecting no increase


At $.60 for Chocolate & Strawberry Milk, reflecting no increase


A LA CARTE

Prices increased approximately 5% 

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the budget recommendations for the 2009-2010 Child Care Program and the 2009-2010 Child Care rates.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the Berkshire Heights Summer Staff Schedule for 2009.

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Approved to award the 2009-2010 school year Student Accident and Athletic Insurance to A-G Administrators, Inc. J. Michael Fraser, Underwriter and Agent, at an annual premium of $21,260. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved to place insurances with the following carriers for the 2009-2010 school year upon  recommendation from our insurance broker, VIST Insurance. 
	Line
	
	Carrier
	
	Amount

	Package*/ Automobile
	
	Peerless Insurance
	
	   $  149,337   

	Umbrella*
	
	PSBA
	
	   $  25,550

	Workers’ Compensation
	
	Amerihealth
	
	   $ 246,209

	School Leaders E&O*
	
	PSBA Assoc. Insurance Trust
	
	   $  26,420

	(* No Terrorism Insurance)
	
	
	
	


WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the 2009-2010 Support Staff salary increases effective July 1, 2009.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the 2009-2010 Administrative and Act 93 salary increases effective July 1, 2009.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved to enter into a contract with Teachers Protective Mutual Life Insurance Company for  Supplemental Group Medical Insurance, as per solicitor review of all contract documents, beginning July 1, 2009.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved to authorize the Technology Department Certification Matrix, effective July 1, 2009.
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved to contract with Kelly Rismiller, The Graphic Studio, 12 Ridgeway Circle, Birdsboro, PA 19508, 
to create and design the 2009-2010 Wilson School District School Calendar. The final calendar will be press 
ready for a print shop and a .pdf version will be prepared for the District’s website. 

      Estimated 60 hours at $40/hr. = $2,400.00, not to exceed 80 hours at $40/hr. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the Supplemental School Counselors – Summer 2009.




Supplemental School Counselors – Summer 2009:

	Elementary Counselor
	Building
	# of Hours

	Rita Barbon
	Whitfield
	35 hrs.

	Ellen Chen
	Green Valley
	35 hrs.

	Rebekah Gorman 
	West Wyo./L. Park
	35 hrs.

	Laura Grant
	Spring Ridge
	35 hrs.

	Joan Stauffer
	Cornwall Terrace
	35 hrs.

	Reema Youssef
	Shiloh Hills
	35 hrs.


	Jr. High Counselor
	Building
	# of Hours

	Linda Diamond
	Southern JH
	50

	Francis Hutchko
	Southern JH
	50

	Joanne Kosloski
	Central JH
	50

	Al Trivellini
	Central JH
	50


	High School Counselor
	# of Hours

	Sabrina Andrieux
	175

	Alison Borosky
	175

	Becky Kaag
	175

	Michael Piersol
	175

	William Pors
	175


	SAP Coordinator
	Building
	# of Hours

	Michele Zawilla
	High School
	55


WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the Supplemental School Nurse – Summer 2009 (ROLL CALL)



Supplemental School Nurse – Summer 2009:

	Nurses
	Building
	# of Hours

	Belinda Bland
	Central JH
	50

	Kathy Blume
	Shiloh Hills
	40

	Donna Gelsinger
	Lincoln Park
	75

	Robin Lysakowski
	Whitfield
	50

	Ann Sutherland
	Green Valley
	40

	Anne Sweeney
	Southern/CT
	100

	Ann Tamaccio
	High School
	100

	Jeanean Vath
	West Wyomissing
	20

	Barbara Wittich
	Spring Ridge
	40


WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Motion  made to approve the following Wilson teachers to teach in the Wilson Summer School June 29-July 31, 2009: 
Justin Arguelles 

English



Ryan Hoffman

English



Dean Damiani

Social Studies


Tim Prokopovits

Social Studies


Jim Beachy

Science



Stephanie Johnson
Math



Nick Fox

Math



Peter Rinella

Health



Scott Graber

Art (enrichment)


Chad Brubaker

Library


WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.

Approved to reject all bids received for the Stadium Locker Facility Project received on 

Thursday, May 28, 2009, and to direct Administration to re-bid the project. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the Green Valley Middle School Change Order.
· 03-03
MBR Construction Services Inc, a decrease of $4,365.00.

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.

Approved  the Cornwall Terrace Elementary School Change Order 
· 03-03
Worth and Company, Inc, an increase of $4,500.00.

· 03-04
Worth and Company, Inc, a decrease of $50,930.00

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.

Approved the Truck Bid Rejection. We are seeking authorization to reject the bid for the
 ¾ Ton Plow Truck from Patriot Buick Pontiac GMC.

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.

Approved the Resolution regarding house demolition bids.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.

Approved the Operations Center Change orders

· GC-04
SMJ, Inc, an increase of $6,171.21.

· GC-05
SMJ, Inc, a contract time increase of 60 days for substantial completion date of June 3, 2009.

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.

Approved the following equipment bids:
	SECONDARY EQUIPMENT BIDS FOR THE 2009/2010
	
	

	DICK BLICK
	GALESBURG, IL
	2686.00

	NEMC
	MOUTAINSIDE, NJ
	7472.00

	TROXELL COMMUNICATIONS INC.
	SPRINGFIELD, PA
	30268.86

	
	
	40426.86


WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.

Approved to begin the process of studying the feasibility of creating procedure/policy to implement an Extracurricular Activity Fee for the 2010-2011 school year.

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the 2009-2010 Extracurricular Salary Program - Unit Plan.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the 2009-2010 Extracurricular Salaries/Stipends.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the Extended Season Coaches Pay – Spring Sports 2009.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the 2009-2010 Athletic Admission Rates.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved  the 2009-2010 Fall, Spring, Winter and Concession Stand Game Help Rates for 2009-2010.
WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the 2009-2010 Swim Staff pay rates.

WSD Vision Plank 6 - Control for fiscal accountability.
Final reading of the following revised policies:

Policy #317 – Conduct/Disciplinary Procedures (Admin. Employees)

WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity.

Policy #405 – Employment of Substitutes (Professional Employees)

WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity.

Policy #417 – Conduct/Disciplinary Procedures (Professional Employees)

WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity.


Policy #517 – Conduct/Disciplinary Procedures (Support Employees)

WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity.

First reading of the following policy:

Policy #907.1 – Classroom and Program Site Visitation (new)
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success

Second reading of the following revised policy:

Policy #236.1 – Student Assistance Program

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success

COMMITTEE AGENDA ITEMS

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Berks Career and Technology Center Representative
Berks County I.U. Board Representative
Berks E.I.T. Representative 

Curriculum Committee Chairman

Extracurricular Committee Chairman
Facilities Committee Chairman
Finance Committee Chairman
Human Resources Committee Chairman
Legislative/PA School Board Assn. Representative
Public Relations Chairman

Education Foundation Report
Student Outreach, Chairman
Technology Chairman
Solicitor

OTHER BUSINESS

EXECUTIVE SESSION (IF NEEDED)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Enrollment Update - As of June 10, 2009 (last student day), the total district enrollment is 5,774 students. This is a decrease of 1 student since last month’s report.
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