SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER

May 6, 2008

Among the actions taken by the Board at its meeting last evening were the following:

-- Publicly recognized the following students:

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 2 – Grow Wilson regionally or nationally.

Wilson Southern Junior High School Le Grand Concours National French Contest Participants/ Winners:

Awards presented by Linda Reed, French Teacher

Students who qualified to participate in the LeGrand Concours National French Contest:



Paige Barbour

Chelsea Mathieu

Allison Seiple



Bridget Carrigan

Jacqueline Rader

Tessa Speicher



Chad Halvonik

Kate Stanislaw

Rachel Vanim



Madalyn Haney

Brynn Swavely

Regan Winter



Alyssa Martin






Chelsea Mathieu, 6th place among 163 participants in Level 1.


Regan Winter, 7th place among 46 participants in Level 01.


Alyssa Martin, 12th place among 135 participants in Level 2.
--    Ratified/approved the following:

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

  
Participation
       
Sarah Walter (Grade 11) and Rachel O’Brien (Grade 11), Best Buddies Leadership Conference,
       
Indiana University, Bloomington, (IN), 7/18/08 – 7/21/08.

 
       
Field Trips
       
Bryn Sensenig and the Green Valley Grade 2 class (20) students to visit Conrad Weiser West Elementary School 
(Pen Pals), 5/21/08.
       
Joy Kreider and the Shiloh Hills Kindergarten class (22), to visit BJ’s Wholesale Club, 5/28/08.

--  Approved the Superintendent’s Report as follows:
WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity. 

Resignations

Lori Rohrbach, Emotional Support Special Education Instructional Assistant, High School, eff. 4/21/08.

Stacey Dotterer, Substitute Special Education Instructional Assistant, eff. 5/1/08.

Emily Pascavage, Soar to Success Teacher, Shiloh Hills, eff. 5/1/08.


Agnes Kovacs, Support Specialist, eff. 5/14/08.

Leslie D’Annibale, Emotional Support Teacher, Central Jr. H.S., eff. 6/30/08.




Unpaid Leave of Absence

Debbie Blaha, Math, High School, 4/29/08 (1 working day).


Kathleen Kramer, Reading Specialist, Spring Ridge, 5/7/08 (1 working day).


Heather Stonefelt, Kindergarten, Cornwall Terrace, 5/9/08 (1 working day).          


Anissa Southwick, Grade 2, Whitfield, 5/14-5/15/08 (2 working days).


Christine Graber, Speech Therapist, Spring Ridge, 5/19/08 (1 working day).
       
Leave of Absence for Professional Development
Jill Ninfo, English, Central Jr. H.S., 2008-2009 school year.

      
Childbearing/Childrearing Leave of Absence            

Angela Mitstifer, Grade 2, Cornwall Terrace, beginning on or about October 6, 2008 and ending

the start of the 2009-2010 school year.  

Change in Status

Angie Rutt-Accordino, School Crossing Guard, to Substitute School Crossing Guard, eff. 4/25/08.

Sherry Thompson, from Food Service Worker to Learning Support Instructional Assistant, Whitfield,


25 hrs./wk., retroactive to 4/28/08.

Jami Faus, from Substitute Special Education Instructional Assistant to Life Skills Support Instructional


Assistant, Whitfield, 25 hrs./wk., eff. 5/6/08.

Brian Lewis, Summer Receiving aide, rate change, eff. 6/10/08 – 8/15/08.

Edwin Ulmer, Science, Southern Jr. H.S., to Science, High School, eff. 8/19/08 (replacing Wayne Sierer

who will retire at the end of the 2007-2008 school year).




Suzanne Bado, Grade 6, West Wyomissing, to Grade 4, Shiloh Hills, eff. 8/19/08 (replacing Leonard 


Przydzial who will retire at the end of the 2007-2008 school year).

Meredith Martin, Long-Term Substitute, Kindergarten, Shiloh Hills (2007-08 school year), to continue 


her long-term assignment for the 2008-09 school year, eff. 8/19/08.












5/6/08
Change in Status – (continued)

Jana Grim, Long-Term Substitute, Grade 6, Spring Ridge to TPE, Grade 6, West Wyomissing, eff. 8/19/08 

(replacing Suzanne Bado who is having a change of status, eff. 8/19/08).

Kathleen Kramer, .5 Reading Specialist, Spring Ridge, to .5 Kindergarten, Whitfield, eff. 8/19/08 


(.5 addition due to all-day kindergarten program).

Jennifer Huyett, Grade 6, Whitfield, to Grade 3, Whitfield, eff. 8/19/08 (replacing Robert McLaughlin who


will retire at the end of the 2007-2008 school year).


Lauren Stump, Elementary Intramural Spring Program Teacher, rate change, retroactive to 4/21/08.


Rustin Kreider, Salary increase due to completion of Network+ Certification, eff. 4/29/08.


Denise Tannler, Special Education Instructional Assistant, rate change, eff. 8/27/07.


Temporary Professional Employee (eff. 8/19/08)


Kristen Schrenk, Grade 6, Whitfield 


Long-Term Substitute Teachers (eff. 8/19/08)







Carolyn Ochotny, LTS, Grade 1, Whitfield (replacing Amy Kennedy on her 2008-09 full-year sabbatical).
Jacqui Niel, LTS, Grade 3, West Wyomissing (replacing Erin Schiefer during her 2008-09 full-year maternity leave).
Classroom Tutor

Caitlyn Trainer, Grade 6, West Wyomissing, 17 hrs./wk., eff. 5/19/08.

Certified Substitute Teachers (eff. 5/6/08)

Katherine Fanning, Elementary

Joshua Good, Secondary

Benjamin Reifsnyder, Elementary

Emergency Substitute Teacher (eff. 5/6/08)

Brent Hoover, Elementary and Secondary

Chairperson/Co-Chairperson for the 2008-09 School Year

Chris Trickett, Chairperson for the Technology Education Department.

Chad Brubaker, Co-Chairperson for the Library Department

Support Staff

Katie Witsoe, SOAR Teacher, Green Valley, 17 hrs./wk., 4/28/08.

Janalee Antolick, School Crossing Guard, 10 hrs./wk., eff. 4/28/08.

Jeffrey Webber, full-time 3rd shift Custodian, Southern Jr. H.S., eff. 5/5/08 (replacing Beverly Bright
who is on medical leave).

        
Child Care Programs/Staff
Resignation

Melissa Styer, Assistant Supervisor, West Wyomissing Center, eff. 4/30/08.

Appointment


Jane Pfennig, Substitute Aide, all centers, eff. 4/29/08.
--
Accepted with gratitude, the following donations:


 a.) The Friends’ of the Sinking Spring Library donated the following books as listed (value $840.59):

Newbery Award Winners to all elementary schools, junior highs and the high school:

The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt

Feathers by Jacqueline Woodson

Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis







       Caldecott Award Winners to all elementary books to all elementary schools:  

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick

Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! By Laura Amy Schiltz

Knuffle Bunny Too by Mo Willems

First the Egg by Laura Vaccaro Seeger

The Wall by Peter Sis
 b.) $680.00 to help defray costs of the 2008 Wilson High School Academic Banquet Recognition Awards:

     

Wilson Central Jr. High PTO ($100)
Spring Ridge Home School Assn. ($200)



            

Wilson Southern PTO ($50)

Whitfield Home School Assn. ($100)


West Wyomissing PTO ($30)

Wilson Academic Boosters ($200)
c.) Lincoln Park Elementary graciously accepts from Lisa Ragonese of Manhattan Printing, the donation 

       of her time and labor (value $100), for the t-shirts made for the Lincoln Park students and staff.

WSD Vision Plank 1 - Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.












5/6/08
--     Ratified the placement of one 14-year-old Southern Jr. High School female on 4/22/08, one 15-year-old
High School female on 4/24/08, one 16-year-old High School male on 4/28/08 and one 15-year-old High School male on 4/29/08 into the Wilson/Governor Mifflin Alternative Education Program.

WSD Vision Plank 1 - Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.
--   Placed one 13-year-old Southern Jr. High School male on 5/5/08 into the Wilson/Governor Mifflin

       Alternative Education Program.

WSD Vision Plank 1 - Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

--  Granted permission to donate Truck 73, a 1996 Ford F250, to the Berks Career and Technology Center,
      1057 County Road, Leesport, PA 19533. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.





--   Granted permission to advertise bids for the district consumable supplies for the Technology Department.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--   Authorized the Teacher Salary Election procedure in compliance with Section 409A of the Internal Revenue Code.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved the remaining Wilson School Board meeting dates (January, 2009 to July, 2009) for the 2008-2009 
     school year. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Increase organization agility and capacity.

--  Granted permission to approve the April 2008 budget transfers 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved to award the bid for a 28 passenger school bus to M.A. Brightbill Body Works., Inc.,

lowest responsible bidder, at a price of $54,337 with a $1,000 trade-in allowance for a 1996 GMC 72

     passenger bus for a total price of $53,337 for immediate delivery. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

-- Granted permission to purchase from Geoff Penske Buick GMC, 100 S. Museum Road, Shillington, PA,

    a 2008 GMC Plow Truck under the Co-Starts Program for operations in the amount of $22,456.48. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

-- Authorized the Support Staff employee benefits co-pay, effective 7/1/08, in the following amounts: 


$22.50/month for single coverage




$55.00/month for 2-party coverage           



$62.50/month for family coverage



$42.50/month for employee and one child



$50.00/month for employee and children

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

-- Approved Laura Shepler as assistant principal at the Wilson Senior High School effective 7/1/08.                 

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

--  Appointed Laura Schell, Orton-Gillingham Reading Tutor, for a special education student per agreement, 
     10 hrs./wk. plus planning time, effective 4/28/08, ending no later than  June 2010. 

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

-- Granted permission to contract with Opportunities School to provide educational services to one

     special education student from June 30, 2008 to August 7, 2008.
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

--  Granted permission for Doretta Sheaffer to run field hockey intramurals for elementary students,

     grades 2-6, May 19 – May 22, 2008. 
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

5/6/08
-- Approved to submit Plancon Parts D and E to the Pennsylvania Department of Education

    for the Green Valley Middle School project. 
WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Approved to accept a proposal from the Market Street Sports Group (MSSG) to allow Balatgek Family Dental 
     to sponsor the Southern Junior High School Auditorium for a three-year period at a cost of $7,000 per year; total   

     $21,000, pending solicitor approval of all contracts with both MSSG and Balatgek Family Dental. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved the Adoption of the Resolution Authorizing Purchase of Real Estate in Lieu of Condemnation 
     of Carl E. and Susan A. Swope. 

WSD Vision Plank 4 - Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Approved to rescind Wilson School District Policy #123.1, GENDER PARTICIPATION ON 
ATHLETIC TEAMS, and to delete from the Wilson School District Policy Manual. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Increase organization agility and capacity.

-- Held the second reading of the following revised and new policies:
Policy # 147 – Advanced Placement Program (new)

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

Policy #814 – Copyright Material

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.




PAGE  
4

