SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER

March 21, 2006

Among the actions taken by the Board at its meeting last evening were the following:
--   Publicly recognized the following persons:

Linda Jo Lonaberger, High School student, 1st place winner at the Central Pennsylvania



Shakespeare Competition (presented by Jody Reppert, High School English teacher).
Peter Riffle, High School Special Education teacher, author of the book, The Cloud Chaser,
and Wal-Mart Teacher of the Year (presented by Dr. Leigh Ann Whitehill, Director of Special Education).
--   Ratified/approved the following:
a.    Conferences
              Karen Brunner, Chris McAfee, Tara Walsh, Deborah Miller, Deborah Berger and Kelly Crigler, Pennsylvania Verbal 


Behavior Project, PaTTAN, Harrisburg, 3/21/06.
Dr. Rudy Ruth, PSBA New Board Member Program, “Advocacy, Community Engagement, and Media Relationships”, 

Lancaster, 3/22/06.

Regina Connolly, PennTESOL-East 25th Annual Affiliate Spring Conference, Penn State-Abington, 3/25/06.

Gary Coller, Censorship in Schools: “What Books are Appropriate for Children”, Albright College, 3/27/06.

Kathleen Melnyk, National Young Leaders’ State Conference, Harrisburg, 3/30-4/2/06.

Patricia Anthony, School Nutrition Executive Board Meeting, State College, 4/2/06.

Doree Pannafino, Positive Encounters, Penn State York, 4/4/06.


Kyle Wetherhold, Employee Discharge and Documentation in Pennsylvania, Mechanicsburg, 4/7/06.

Dr. Patricia Ahrens, Guided Comprehension: “Helping Students Understand What They Read”, BCIU, 4/12/06.

Alayne Koller, PA Common Transition, Harrisburg, 4/20/06.

Cynthia Chmelewski, Treatment and Prevention of Childhood Obesity, Berks Visiting Nurses’ Association,
 Wyomissing, 4/21/06.

Georgann Syphard, Pennsylvania Association of Pupil Services Administrators (PAPSA) Annual Conference,
 4/24-4/25/06.

Ellen Chen, Gesell Workshop, Baltimore, MD, 4/23-26/06.

Dr. Carole Roberts, International Reading Association, Chicago, IL, 4/30-5/4/06.

Denise Hasson, Pennsylvania School Librarians’ Association Annual Conference (PSLA), Hershey,  5/4-5/5/06.
Donna Dawson, 42nd Annual Reading Conference, Bloomsburg University, 5/18-5/19/06.
Denise Hasson, Book Expo America, Washington, D.C., 5/19-5/21/06, $1,008.51, (Title V Funds).

Peter Riffle, Learning Disabilities Association of South Dakota, Spearfish, SD, 6/10-6/18/06,.
b. Field Trips
High School Student Council (12), Tim Prokopovits, Nick Fox, Frank Reese and Dan Shugar, to meet with 
Rick Santorum and tour the Capitol, Washington, D.C., 4/5/06.
Two groups of Gifted Support elementary students (25 & 29) and Susan Shanaman, Goggle Works, Reading (PA),  


4/27/06 (grade 4) and 5/10/06.
       c.
Participations
Michele Zawilla, Connect with Kids, Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, 3/28/06.
High School Model UN Club (15) and Frank Reese, Model UN Conference, DeSales University, Allentown, 4/8/06.
Sixty-eight High School students and eleven chaperones (TBD) to participate in the Employ-Ability Expo 2006,
Sheraton in Wyomissing, 4/19/06.
Southern Junior High Student Council (30) and Marci Yousaitis, Special Olympics Track & Field Meet,
 
Kutztown University, 4/26/06.
-- Ratified/approved the SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT as follows:
       a.
Unpaid Leave of Absence

Susan Diefenderfer, Special Ed., Cornwall Terrace, 3/24/06.
       b.
Resignations
Carole Lott, Substitute Special Education Instructional Assistant, eff. 3/21/06.

       Anastasia Leiphart, Math Resource, MAX, PACE, Lower Heidelberg, eff. 3/1/06.

Changes in Status

Colleen Berger, from Substitute Monitorial Assistant to Emotional Support Instructional Assistant,


High School, 29.5 hrs./wk., eff. 3/21/06.

Janet Sharp, Hourly Learning Support Teacher, from 17 hrs./wk. to 35 hrs./wk., split between


Cornwall Terrace & Shiloh Hills Elementary Schools, eff. 3/21/06 until the end of the

2005-2006 school year.

Maritza Quinones, from Bus Driver to Substitute Bus Driver,  eff. 3/22/06.

b. Appointments (effective date pending receipt of all documents)

1.)  Support Staff

       Kevin Achey, School Security Guard, Cornwall Terrace, 20 hrs./wk.,  eff. 3/22/06 until the end


 of the school year.


       Michael Fura, ITEP Instructor, eff. 3/7/06.

              Marilyn Oxenreider, Van Driver, 15-20 hrs./wk.,  eff. 3/16/06.


       Jennifer Harrington, Monitorial Aide, Whitfield at Green Valley, up to 7.5 hrs./wk., eff. 3/20/06.

                     Shelley Filer, temporary High School secretary, 10 to 15 hrs/wk., eff. 3/13/06.


       Ann Prendergast, Hourly Learning Support Teacher, Shiloh Hills, 17 hrs./wk., eff. 3/27/06.


       Dave Buck, full-time printer for the remainder of the school year, eff. 3/27/06.

2.)  Day-to-Day Substitute teachers (3/21//06)

       Beth Gross, Art K-12

3.)  Emergency Substitute (eff. 3/21/06)

       Charles Stricker, Secondary     


       Brett Greene, Secondary

e.
Child Care Program
1.)  Appointment

       Simone Granison, Aide, Spring Ridge center, 11hrs./wk., eff. 3/16/06.

              2.)  Resignation
                    Deniwilda Olivo, Assistant Supervisor, Spring Ridge center, eff. 2/28/06.
--  Ratified the placement of one 18-year old Senior High school female on 3/13/06 into the

    Wilson/Governor Mifflin Alternative Education Program.

--  Ratified the placement of one female High School student, grade 12, on 3/10/06 into the

    Washington Educational Center.

-- Granted permission to waive tuition until the end of the school year for Francesca Palmieri, 

    Grade 12, High School, whose parent moved out of the district on 2/4/06 (Board Policy #202). 

    Parent will provide transportation.

-- Granted permission to hire John Stott, Esq., as Special Counsel for the Wilson School District.

-- Granted permission to approve Right of Way for fiber-optic facilities with Verizon concerning the 

    BCIU WAN/Internet2 project. 

-- Approved to exonerate tax collectors from collecting per Capita taxes from those taxpayers whose names

    appear on a list presented to the Board. 
-- First Reading – Policy #246 – Student Wellness.
Enrollment Update - As of March 17, 2006, the total district enrollment is 5,665 students. This is an
increase of 56 students since the third day of school.
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