SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER

March 20, 2007

Among the actions taken by the Board at its meeting last evening were the following:

--  Publicly recognized the following students:


Jessica Knabb –  (Presented by Dan Choma, Board Secretary and BCTC Joint Operating Committee Member) 2nd place winner in the Health Knowledge Bowl – Health Occupations at the Skills USA Division IV Competition.

James Diefenderfer – (Presented by Dr. Patricia Ahrens, Director of Curriculum and Staff Development)


2nd place winner at the Berks County Regional MATHCOUNTS Competition.


Stephen Schicatano – (Presented by Jody Reppert, High School English Teacher) 


1st place winner at the Central Pennsylvania Shakespeare Competition, Penn State University.


Wilson Spelling Bee Contestants  - (Presented by Beth Focht, Coordinator)
Zack Green, 6th Grade (Cornwall Terrace) and Berks County Spelling Bee Champion

Maria Jiang, 7th Grade (Central Jr. H.S.)

Sam Sailer, 7th Grade (Southern Jr. H.S.)

Hannah Barnes, 8th Grade (Central Jr. H.S.)

Natalie Hagen, 8th Grade (Southern Jr. H.S.)

Colby Melnyk, 6th Grade (Shiloh Hills)

Erica Kahl, 7th Grade (Central Jr. H.S.)

Kenia Guerrero, 6th Grade (Whitfield)

Ariel Kay, 8th Grade (Central Jr. H.S.)

Jessica Reppert, 6th Grade (Whitfield)

Laura Budurlean, 8th Grade (Southern Jr. H.S.)

Regan Winter, 7th Grade (Southern Jr. H.S.)

--  Ratified/approved the following:


 Participations

        
 Molly Reinhardt and Jimmy Diefenderfer (8th grade student at Central Jr. H.S.), Pennsylvania State MathCounts



Competition, Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey, 3/23-2/24/07 (Jimmy’s parents will also be in attendance).

         
 Approximately six to eight (6-8) High School students, Michael Fitzgerald, and Chris Trickett, 
Pennsylvania Computer Fair Competition, BCIU, 3/29/07.
         
 Dr. Leigh Ann Whitehill, Mike Stoudt, Steve Leever, Wayne Foley, Pete Seagreaves, Frank Reese, 
Leslie D’Annibale, Vicky Taylor, and Brandie Arnold, Alvernia College Symposium on Inclusive
 Practices, 4/12-4/13/07, Lancaster-Lebanon IU 13.
     
 Child Care Field Trip
        
 All centers to Seussical play, Sovereign Center, Reading, PA, 3/21/07.
--  Ratified/approved the SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT as follows:
  Retirement
        
  Susan Harradine, Gifted Teacher, Berkshire Heights, 29 years in education, all at Wilson, effective the last day 

  of the 2006-2007 school year.

     
  Resignations

        
  Amie Bennett, Program Coordinator, STARS, Type to Learn, Guidance Teacher, and After-School Tutor,


           West Wyomissing/Lincoln Park, eff. 3/14/07.

         
  Mary Jane Mountz, Bus Driver, eff. 3/7/07.

                Leave of Absence for Professional Development
                Matthew Riffle, Grade 6, Spring Ridge Elementary, 2007-2008

                Jamie Wonder Piersol, French, Senior High, 2007-2008

                Unpaid Leave of Absences
                Lorie Spadafora, Central Jr. H.S. Teacher, 3/22-3/23/07 (2 work days)

                Scott Lillis, 2nd Shift Custodian, Shiloh Hills, 3/26-3/30/07 (5 work days)

                Alison Lacey, Cornwall Terrace Teacher, 3/26/07; 3/29-4/4/07 (5.5 work days)

                Change in Status

                Nancy Halla-Keith, Monitorial Assistant to Substitute Monitorial Assistant, Spring Ridge, eff. 3/8/07.

                Otilio Maldonado, Van Driver to Bus Driver, 20 hrs./wk., eff. 3/19/07.

                Appointments (effective date pending receipt of all documents)

 
Hourly Professional Employee

         
Cheryl Varano, After-School Tutor, Lincoln Park, up to 6 hrs./wk., eff. 3/19/07 (replacing

         
Amie Bennett who resigned on 3/14/07).

         
Day-to-Day Substitute Teacher (eff. 3/20/07)

                        
Jennifer Shiley, English 7-1
                        
Grace Lee, English 7-12


          
Substitute Nurse (eff. 3/20/07)
           
     
Carol Noga
Support Staff

              Denise Strohmayr, Program Coordinator, West Wyomissing/Lincoln Park, 11 hrs./wk., eff. 3/19/07   

                      (replacing Amie Bennett who resigned on 3/14/07).
Theresa Pearson, Substitute Food Service Worker, eff. 3/20/07.

Dawn Latona, Substitute Special Education Instructional Assistant, eff. 3/20/07.

Nancy Halla-Keith, Monitorial Assistant, Spring Ridge, 7.5hrs./wk., eff. 2/26/07-3/8/07 (replacing

        Gloria Burkholder who resigned on 2/22/07).

Betty Spafford, Monitorial Assistant, Spring Ridge, 7.5hrs./wk., eff. 3/6/07 (replacing Nancy

         Halla-Keith who had a status change to sub on 3/8/07).

Substitute Secretary (eff. 3/20/07)

Dawn Latona

         
Extracurricular Programs/Staff
      
Approved the elementary field hockey intramural program for students in grades 2-6 from 5/21-5/24/07 and

               5/29-5/31/07, provided by Doretta Sheaffer, field hockey coach, and members of the Wilson School   

               District field hockey staff. 
Appointments

 
Kim Underwood, Southern Jr. H.S. Girls’ Soccer Coach, Volunteer

               John Gring, Senior High Softball Coach, Volunteer

               Veronica Silverman, Varsity Girls’ Soccer, Volunteer

              Child Care Programs/Staff

Appointment
Melissa Styer, Assistant Supervisor, West Wyomissing Center, 15 hrs./wk., eff. 3/16/07 (replacing


         Jonathan Clouser who resigned on 3/16/07).

Change in Status


Jonathan Clouser, from Supervisor at West Wyomissing Center to Substitute Supervisor and/or Substitute


         Assistant Supervisor, all centers, eff. 3/19/07.

Rebecca Guthrie, from Assistant Supervisor to Supervisor, West Wyomissing Center, 25 hrs./wk., eff. 3/19/07.
--  
Granted permission for the Reading Pops Orchestra to use the Spring Ridge Elementary School for a

     
rehearsal and possible concert on June 24, 2007 (Sunday), from 1:30 – 4:00 p.m. In the event of inclement
            
weather, the concert would be at 6:00 p.m.
--  
Granted permission to add another kindergarten registration date on Thursday, May 3, 2007, at the 
     
Shiloh Hills Elementary School.

--  
Granted permission to hold summer kindergarten registration on Thursday, July 26, 2007, at the 
    
Whitfield Elementary School.

--  
Approved to add the following course to the Senior High School Program of Studies Booklets for the

     
2007-2008 school year: ESL III for grades 10-12.

--
Approved to accept the recommendations from the All-Day Kindergarten Pilot Committee to create


four (4) pilot programs for the 2007-2008 school year at the Green Valley, Shiloh Hills, Spring Ridge,


and West Wyomissing/Lincoln Park Elementary School.

--
Granted permission to participate in the Lancaster-Lebanon IU13 Assistive Technology Purchasing

Program at no cost to the district.

--
Approved the Administrative and Support Staff job description revisions effective April 1, 2007.

--
Approved to transfer $58,046 from the Child Care Fund to the General Fund.

--
Adopted the following policy: Policy #216 – Student Records (revised).

--
Approved a Resolution authorizing the Administration and Solicitor to take certain land currently owned


by the Green Valley Country Club at a time deemed appropriate by the Administrator and the Solicitor.

--
Authorized the Director of Finance and the Solicitor to negotiate with the County Solicitor and Election

Board concerning the Act 1 referendum statement.

--
Approved to accept settlement offer from Berks County Assessment Appeal Board concerning the

Assessment on the Bollman Estate Property and authorized the Administration to execute any

appropriate documents after Solicitor review.

--
Peter Seagreaves, Assistant Director of Curriculum & Staff Development, gave a presentation on

Reading Recovery.

       --
Enrollment Update – As of March 14, 2007, the total district enrollment is 5,725. This is a decrease of


4 students since last month’s report.
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