SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER

January 22, 2009
Among the actions taken by the Board at its Vision Directed meeting last evening were the following:
-- Publicly recognized the Wilson Board of Education for their volunteer time and talents for the
    betterment of public education in our community (School Director Recognition Month – January 2009).

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 2 – Grow Wilson regionally or nationally.

-- Publicly recognized the following students:

2008 WILSON HOLIDAY CARD CREATORS

Haydyn Zagorski, Grade 2, Shiloh Hills Elementary School (artwork).

Alexis Tobias, Grade 6, West Wyomissing Elementary School (greeting).
FALL ATHLETES
FIELD HOCKEY

      Coach:

Doretta Sheaffer

      Team Honors:
Division Winners 

   


Most consecutive Division I wins with 7; 2nd place counties; 5th place districts; 




top 8 in state play; tied record on the farthest a team has made it in states



      Individual Honors:
Jess Beisswanger





Chrissy Davidson, Division All Star, 1st Team, All State Selection, 1st Team





Jesse Ebner, County All Star, 1st Team; All State Selection, 1st Team; MVP 





Division I Senior all star defensive player of the game





Molly Herlihy, Division All Star, 1st Team





Jenna Humphreys, Division All Star, 1st Team, All State Selection Honorable 





Mention





Nina Pruzinsky, Division All Star, 1st Team





Kim Sheaffer, County All Star, 1st Team; All S tate Selection, 1st Team





Kelly Wentling, Division All Star, 1st Team


VARSITY FOOTBALL

       Coach: 

Doug Dahms


       Record:

League Champions; District Champions



       Individual Honors:
Tyler Beck, County All Star, 2nd Team; League All Star, 1st and 2nd  Team
Alex Fegley, County All Star, 1st & 2nd Team, League All Star, 1st Team; 

Lancaster-Lebanon Defensive Back of the Year; Wide Receiver of the 

Year; & Back of the Year

Zach Gorddard, County All Star, 2nd Team; League All Star, 1st Team




Zacc Groff, County All Star, 1st Team; League All Star, 1st Team




Rodney Hill, County All Star, 1st Team, League All Star, 1st and 2nd Team; 





Lancaster- Lebanon Defensive Lineman of the Year & Lineman of the 





Year




Jordan Holbert, County All Star, 1st Team; League All Star, 1st Team




Steve Huber, League All Star, 2nd Team




Pat O’Brien, County All Star, 2nd Team, League All Star, 2nd Team




Dylan Stopper, League All Star, 2nd Team




Jon Wagner, County All Star, 2nd Team; League All Star, 1st Team




Colton Weaver, County All Star, 1st Team; League All Star, 1st Team; 





Lancaster- Lebanon Linebacker of the Year; Berks Linebacker of the 





Year; & Lititz Lions Club Section I Player of the Year




Shane Witmyer, County All Star, 1st Team; League All Star, 1st Team




Pat Zerbe, County All Star, 1st Team; League All Star, 1st Team; Lancaster-





Lebanon Offensive Lineman of the Year & Lineman of the Year, as 





well as the Channel 69 Player of the Year



BOYS/GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
       Coach:

Doug Myer



   Individual Honors:
James Carrigan, Division All Star





Maggie Lawrence, Division All Star; State Qualifier





Kate Miller, Division All Star
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BOYS/GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY – (continued)



Katie Peters, Division All Star





Matt Rutt, Division All Star; State Qualifier

 BOYS WATER POLO
       Coach:

Chris Lechleitner



       Team Honors:
Division Winners




       Individual Honors:
Robbie Boland, All State Selection

Danny Crigler, All State Selection

Jared Figueroa, All State Selection

Wes Hopkins, All State Selection

Joe Reber, Captain

Jack Ruth, Captain, All State Selection; PA. Mr. Polo

Austin Toren, PA Rookie of the Year

GIRLS WATER POLO

   Coach:

Peggy Shaner
 


       Team Honors:
Division Winners






       Individual Honors:
Tatum Colitz




Paige Impink, All State Selection, 1st Team




Stacy McGregor




Courtney Melos




Becca Robinson




Molly Ruth, All State Selection, 1st Team

GOLF
      Coach:

Bill Kopp


      Team Honors:
Division Winners; County Champions
 



      Individual Honors:
Ben Chapin, Division All Stars





Chad Halvonik, County All Stars





Zach Halvonik, County All Stars; Dr. Penta Award





Shane Heckman, Division All Stars





Anthony Miller, County All Stars





Phil Nice, Division All Stars





Drew Templin, Division All Stars





GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

      Coach:

Ashley Kaufman



      Individual Honors:
Krista Pacella, Division All Stars

Amanda Sawlsville, Division All Stars; New School Record (Single Season 



    Kills – 292)


GIRLS TENNIS

     Coach: 

Ryan Cuevas


     Team Honors: 
Division Winners


     Individual Honors:
Rachel Bankert





Aubri Charnigo


     


Julie Seidel, Division All Stars



Cara Wirth, Division All Stars; County All Stars; League All Stars; Berks 





County Player of the Year; State Qualifier
 BOYS SOCCER
      Coach:

Tim Fick





      Individual Honors:
Nick Fore, Division All Stars





Colin Kunkle, Division All Stars





Cory Pfeifer, Division All Stars





Josh Shutter, County All Stars, Berks POY; All State Selections; Regional All-






American





Tim White, County All Stars





Brian Wise
--   Appointed William Herbine to the Township of Spring Recreation Board for 2009.
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--   Ratified/approved the following:

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

Field Trips
Four (4) Grade 11 Special Education students, Gail Simmons and Cindy Cifrese to Penn State Berks 2009 

Transition Academy Day, 1/28/09. 
        
Forty  (40) Family & Consumer Science students, Mary McTish and Jocelyn Moyer to the Herr’s Snack 



Factory, March, 2009 (TBD).  (Note: This trip replaces the Pepperidge Farm tour listed in the field 



trip booklet).

   
Southern Jr. H.S. students (Grade 8, approx. 220) and their respective team chaperones to Pioneer Tunnel, 


Ashland, PA, on the following days: White Team, 4/2/09; Red Team, 4/3/09. 

 
High School Band and Chorus students (approx. 75), David Cooper and Peter Sunderman, a musical tour 



of  New York City, 5/15 – 5/17/09.
Participations
        
Dr. Patricia Ahrens, PASCD Supervision Committee Meeting, State College, PA, 1/16/09.
 
Kenny Eagle (Grade 12), plus 1 additional student observer (TBD), and Katherine Hagee to The Exchange, 



at the National Constitutional Center, Philadelphia, PA, 1/22/09.
     
Dr. Patricia Ahrens, Improving School’s Performance, Pittsburgh, PA, 1/25-1/27/09.        

JV cheerleading team and Coach Amy Oswald to compete in the Panther Cheerleading Invitational, 



 Schuylkill Valley High School, 2/21/09.

    
Ten (10) Central Jr. H.S. students (Grade 7 -8), and Rick Lapi to the Middle School Computer Fair, BCIU, 



Reading, PA, 2/6/09.

    
Five (5) High School students, Ryan Dennes, and Christ Trickett to the Project Lead the Way Design 



Contest, Goggleworks, Reading, PA, 2/18/09.
   
High School students (# TBD), Ryan Dennes, and Christ Trickett to the Technology Student Association 



Regional Competition, Strayer Middle School, Quakertown, PA, 2/21/09. 
-- Approved the Superintendent’s Report as follows:

WSD Vision Plank 3 - Increase organizational agility and capacity. 


Retirements

Scott Guistwite, Social Studies Teacher, Southern Jr. H.S., 33.5 years in education, all with the Wilson 


School District, eff. 2/13/09.

Susan R. Gerhart, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools, 23.6 years of service with the



Wilson School District, eff. 4/17/09.

Marilyn Zinn, Grade 1, Shiloh Hills, 21 years in education, all with the Wilson School District, effective 


the end of the 2008-2009 school year.


Resignations
Denise Stump, Computer Lab Assistant, Southern Jr. H.S., eff. 9/26/08.

Janelle Oudinot, Food Service, Cornwall Terrace, eff. 11/14/08.

Cindy Womack, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Shiloh Hills, eff. 12/12/08.

Ryan Wolber, Study Hall Monitor, Southern Jr. H.S., eff. 1/6/09.

Carmela Borelli, Special Education Instructional Assistant, High School, eff. 1/7/09.

Lindsay Guenter, SOAR Teacher, Whitfield, eff. 1/14/09.

Jami Faus, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Whitfield, eff. 1/29/09.

        
Jason Dusko, Computer Lab Assistant, West Wyomissing, eff. 1/30/09.

           
Tricia Wertz, Learning Support Teacher, High School, TBD.

Unpaid Leave of Absence

Joseph Lucas, School Psychologist, 1/9/09 (1 working day)
Leave of Absence for Professional Development

            
Padget Brown, Reading Teacher, Southern Junior High School, 2009-2010 school year.

Change in Status

Ryan Fitterling, Support Specialist to Network Administrator, Act 93 position, eff. 1/5/09.      

         
Deb Chestnut, B to B+18, eff. 1/23/09.

        
Kris Gushue, M+18 to M+24, eff. 1/23/09.

        
Tannen Summons, Substitute Special Education Instructional Assistant to Life Skills Support Instructional 

Assistant, Whitfield, 25 hrs./wk., eff. 2/9/09.













1/22/09
Appointments

Hourly Teachers
           
Amanda Lengel, Math Resource Teacher, Whitfield, 17 hrs./wk., eff. 1/6/09.

Lisa Harding, English Tutor, High School, 17 hrs./wk., eff. 1/20/09.

Leigh Tamaccio, 4th Grade Tutor, Green Valley, 17 hrs./wk., eff. 1/22/09.

Rebecca Guthrie, SOAR Teacher, Whifield, 17 hrs./wk., eff. 1/22/09.

        
Certified Substitute Teachers (eff. 1/22/09)

Ryan Yanchocik, Secondary

Brittany Strunk, Elementary

Leigh Tamaccio, Elementary

Emily Zeiset, English 7-12
Jennifer Bieber, Elementary

Christopher Bieber, Elementary & Spanish

Rachel Schaeffer, Elementary

Rebecca Guthrie, Elementary

G. Michael Hinck, Secondary

Amanda Quirin, Elementary
Lynda Drasher, Elementary

Debra Brubaker, Art K-12

Emergency Substitute Teachers (eff. 1/22/09)
Joanne Mercer, Elementary & Secondary

Nicole Stoyer, Secondary

Support Staff
Lori MacKenzie, Substitute Bus Driver, eff. 12/17/08.

Theresa Gelvin, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Shiloh Hills, 25 hrs./wk., eff. 1/5/09.

Nicole Glassmoyer, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Southern Jr. H.S., 25 hrs./wk., eff. 1/5/09.

Alyssa DiFazio, Bus Assistant, 10 hrs./wk., eff. 1/6/09.

Samuel DeGroff, Full-time Business Data Technology Specialist, eff. 1/12/09.

Lucy Hertzog, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Shiloh Hills, 1.25 hrs./wk., eff. 1/14/09.

Michele Dautrich, Learning Support Instructional Assistant, High School, 25 hrs./wk., 1/19/09.

Dorwin Miller, Substitute Van Driver, eff. 1/22/09.

Deb Heffner, Special Education Instructional Assistant, After-School Language Program, 1.5 hrs./wk., at
eff. 1/28/09 – 3/19/09.

Kevin Stump, Full-time Support Specialist, eff. 2/16/09.

Rene Brobst, Study Hall Monitor, Southern Jr. H.S., 20 hrs./wk., eff. upon submission of clearances.

Beth Ann Koch, Monitorial Aide, Green Valley, 7.5 hrs./wk., eff. upon submission of clearances.

Salary Increases for Credits Earned in Accordance with the Collective Bargaining Agreement, all
advancements effective 1/23/09:

       
Chris Carr, M+12 to M+18

Ann Stufflet, M+12 to M+18

Dean Damiani, B+12 to B+18

Chris Trickett, M to M+6



Robin Dautrich, M+6 to M+12

Kim Wilson, M+18 to M+24

Matthew Derr, B+18 to B+24

Catherine Wolf, B+24 to ME

Lisa Frank, M+12 to M+18

Kelly Wylezik, M+6 to M+12



Jerry Geeza, M+18 to M+24



    
Kathryn Ham, B+24 to Masters


Brenna Hanrahan, M to M+6




Jennifer Huyett, M+18 to M+24




Justin Huyett, M+24 to M+30


Stephanie Johnson, B+12 to B+24


Lauren Kalata, B to B+12


Jeff Lehr, M+24 to M+30


Sarah Leiby, B+18 to B+24


Brian Lewis, M+18 to M+24


Rebekah Marconi, M+6 to M+12


Tim Prokopovits, B+24 to Masters


Molly Reinhardt, M+6 to M+12


Alaena Sachs, B+18 to B+24


Deborah Singleton, M+24 to M+30

1/22/09
Southern Junior High School After-School Academic Enrichment Program Teachers

Jillian Breisch

Frank Hutchko


Tina Brennan

Laura Kalata


Jeannine Campbell
Brian Lewis


Linda Diamond

Jennifer Sarnes


Sarah Gantert

Marci Yousaitis


Barbara Heffner

After-School Tutoring Program (up to 6 hours per week).

Karen Hozza, Cornwall Terrace

Kathy Melnyk, Shiloh Hills



Jon Stenger, Cornwall Terrace

Amy Young, West Wyomissing


Linda Houck, Cornwall Terrace

Christie Snyder, West Wyomissing


Jessica Lewars, Cornwall Terrace

Kate Kennedy, West Wyomissing


Michael Akers, Cornwall Terrace

Jen Weyman, Whitfield


Rebecca Macchione, Cornwall Terrace
Matthew Derr, Whitfield


Betsy Buchanan, Lincoln Park

Belinda Davison, Whitfield


Sabrina Reed, Spring Ridge

Krystal Kelley, Whitfield


Heather Keller, Spring Ridge

Debbie Kerschner, Green Valley


Joanna Timtishin, Spring Ridge

Bryn Sensenig, Green Valley


Suzanne Bado, Shiloh Hills

Scott Easteadt, Green Valley


Kelly Jo Dugan, Shiloh Hills

Vanessa Bauer, Green Valley

Extracurricular Programs/Staff
     

Appointments


      
Joanna Flanagan, Girls Lacrosse Assistant Coach
             
      
Donna Terefenko, Girls Lacrosse Assistant Coach,
Extended Season Pay for Varsity Football Games

      
Dave Cooper, Marching Band Director 



      
 Child Care Programs/Staff     

              

Resignations


    
Jaclyn Miller, Assistant Supervisor, Whitfield Center, eff. 12/12/08.


     
Kayla Buchanan, Child Care Shopper, eff. 1/9/09.


    
Change in Status

     
Kristi Godwin, from Assistant Supervisor, Berkshire Heights Center to Assistant Substitute, all 



centers, eff. 1/6/09.

                    
Diane Fidler, Supervisor, Shiloh Hills Center, from 37.5 hrs./wk., to 36 hrs./wk., eff. 1/26/09.

     
Julie Hoyer, Supervisor, Shiloh Hills Center, from 22.5 hrs./wk. to 25 hrs./wk., eff. 1/26/09.

-- Accepted with gratitude, the following donations:
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

$100.00 from National Energy Foundation to the Lincoln Park Elementary School to be used by 

                            
Mr. William Underwood’s sixth grade class for a year-end activity;

$1,145.00 in memorial funds to the Green Valley Elementary School Library for the purchase of books

in memory of Barbara Oldt Reeser, an avid reader and former Lower Heidelberg student, 

presented by Mr. Richard Reeser;

One (1) Yamaha Keyboard ($80 value) from Melinda and Richard Sullivan for the Autistic Support

Classroom at the Southern Junior High School and

Lacrosse equipment ($3,260 value)from the Wilson Lacrosse Club for the boys and girls lacrosse teams.

--  Approved an Agreement between Wilson School District and NurseElite, Inc., to provide nursing services to a 

     special education student only when no district nurses are available at a rate according to the fee schedule in the 

     Agreement.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.



WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved for the music department and the music boosters to hold an indoor color guard and percussion

     show on Sunday, March 29, 2009 for the entire day.


WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.


1/22/09

--  Ratified the  placement of one 16-year-old Southern Jr. High school female on 1/5/09, one 17-year-old High 
     School male on 1/8/09 and one 16-year-old High School male on 1/13/09 into the Wilson/Governor Mifflin

     Alternative Education Program.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.


--  Granted permission to waive tuition from 8/25/08 until the end of the school year for Cory Karr, Grade 12,

     whose parent moved from the district (as per Board Policy #202 – Eligibility of Non-Resident Students).

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.
--  Granted permission for Wilson High School to participate in the Pennsylvania Youth Risk Behavior Survey

     (YRBS) this spring.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.


--  Granted permission to approve secondary guidance internship for Keith Eckenrode, Kutztown University

     student, with Michel Piersol, (1 four-hour day each week) for the second semester.

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.


--  Approved the Wilson School District calendar for 2009-2010 (attachment).

WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.


--  Approved the budget transfers dated December, 2008.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.


--  Approved Lynda Scholl as a Homebound Instructor, as needed, effective 11/27/08.

WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.

--  Approved  the purchase the Fast ForWord software suite from Scientific Learning Corporation

     acquiring building site licenses for Cornwall Terrace Elementary School, Whitfield Elementary School, and

     Wilson High School at a cost of $191,000 billed in two installments in January 2009 and July 2009. The Wilson

     Education Foundation will be compensating Wilson School District a total of $92,000 toward the purchase of

     this software. (Recommended by Curriculum Committee) 
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved to accept Federal Title I Academic Achievement Award of $5,000 on behalf of the 

     West Wyomissing Elementary School for the school’s accomplishment of making AYP for two or more

     consecutive years. West Wyomissing Elementary School is one of 123 Title I schools nation-wide to receive

     this federal award. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved to accept Federal Title I Academic Achievement Awards of $1,000 per school on behalf of 

Lincoln Park, Shiloh Hills, and Cornwall Terrace Elementary Schools for the schools’ accomplishment of making APY for two consecutive years. Lincoln Park, Shiloh Hills, and Cornwall Terrace Elementary are one of 967 Title I schools nation-wide to receive this federal award. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved to replace the high school library security system with a 3501 36” Baseplate Book Theft Security

     System from 3M Corporation at a cost of $8,204.61. Funds will be taken from the Capital Reserve Fund. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved to enter into a one-year contract with XO Communication to place a T-1 Line for the new 

     Operations building at a monthly cost of $1,176. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Ratified the joint purchasing agreement with Berks County Intermediate Unit for the 2008-2009 fiscal year.
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
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-- Awarded the bid to Allegheny Educational Systems, Inc., lowest responsible bidder, for the Epilog Mini 24”

    Laser System at a cost of $14,300. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Granted permission to submit to the Berks County Tax Claim Bureau all July 1, 2008 uncollected real estate taxes. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved the natural gas agreement with UGI Energy Services, Inc. (Gasmark) for the period July 1, 2009  

     through June 30, 2011 at the price of $8.378/Dth @ city gate. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Granted permission to approve Agreement between Wilson School District and Milestones Achievement Centers,  Inc.

     to provide educational services to a special education student beginning 12/17/08 and ending on 6/4/09 at a rate

     of $175.00 plus related service fees as listed in Agreement. 
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved an online trigonometry course provided by Advanced Academics, Inc., to a special education student 
    for one course at a cost of $300.00. 
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Granted permission to approve contracting with the school district psychologists at the contractual rate to conduct

     evaluations beyond the professional day to meet state compliance requirements. 
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.

--  Awarded the contract to Eastern Air Balance Corporation, 76 Hershey Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022,

     for testing, balancing and commissioning of the HVAC Systems in the Green Valley Middle School in the 
     amount $330,420.  
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Approved to accept the proposal from DBA, David Blackmore & Associates, Inc., 3335 West Ridge Pike,

     Pottstown, PA 19464, as our construction testing agent for the Green Valley Middle School in the amount of

     $54,945. 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Granted permission to bid for the demolition of the property at 298 Green Valley Road, Sinking Spring, PA 19608.

WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Granted permission to bid the cafeteria and science classroom renovations at the High School. 
WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Approved the authorization to proceed with renovations of the High School Campus Varsity Baseball Field with 

     expenditures of up to $30,000.00 from capital reserve, in lieu of renting Owls Field. 

WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Approved to present a revised concept plan to be issued to the Township of Spring Planning Commission

     in February 2009 for the renovation of two athletic fields into synthetic turf fields and to construct additional;

     parking on the campus of Wilson High School. (Recommended by Facilities Committee) 

WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.

--  Approved to allow KCBA Architects to begin the process of bidding for the renovations of the current

     Operations Building into locker rooms to be used by athletic teams as per Option 1. 

     (Recommended by Facilities Committee) 
WSD Vision Plank 4 – Creative development of existing and new infrastructure.
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--  Approved to decrease the 2008-2009 Discretionary Day cost of a substitute from $104.25  to $101.85., eff. 8/18/08. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Authorized administration to advertise bid for up to three 72 passenger buses. 

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.

--  Held the first reading of the following revised policies:

#113.3
 – Special Education Evaluations and Requests for Independent Educational Evaluations


#202
 – Eligibility of Nonresident Students


#202.1
 – Determination of Student Residence and Right to Wilson Educational Privileges

--  On behalf of the Curriculum Committee, Chris McCaffrey gave a presentation on “Technology Coaching”.
Enrollment Update – As of January 20, 2009, the total district enrollment is 5,775 students. This is a decrease of 8 students since last month’s report.
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