	
	SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER

November 17,  2009
Among the actions taken by the Board at its Vision Directed meeting last evening were the following:
Presentations to the School Board:

Embryology Project presented  by the Curriculum Council under the direction of  Belinda Fabrizio
Among the actions taken by the Board at its meeting held on November 3rd were the following:

-- Accepted the audit report from Herbein+Company, Inc. for the year ended June 30, 2009. 

Ratified/Approved the following:
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.
Field Trips

Southern Jr. High Ski Club (Gr. 7-9), Mark Wiebner and Robin Levan to Bear Creek on January 14; February 11 and March 11, 2010.    Cost to students $50.00.   No cost to district.

Grade 7 students (215), Toni Arnold, and Tina Brennan from Southern to Wilson High School to see “A Christmas Carol” on November 20, 2009.   No cost to students; Cost to district transportation.

Wilson Southern Jr. High Band & Band Front to participate in the High Note Music Festival at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, May 8 & 9.  Cost to students $270.00.  Cost to district (4) substitutes. 
Approved Superintendent’s Report as Follows:
WSD Vision Plank 3 – Increase organizational agility and capacity.
Resignations
Eric Kahler, Assistant Principal, Senior High School, eff. 1/10/10
Bethany Kehs- Rossi, School Social Worker, Administration, eff. beginning of the second   

     semester of the 09-10 school year.
Maryanne Mogavero, Food Service Worker, Lincoln Park, eff. 11/13/09

Childbearing/Childrearing Leave of Absence

Jennifer Caputo- Pietrobone, Physical Education Teacher,  Senior High School, beginning approximately 3/22/10 and  ending approximately 5/24/10

Unpaid Leave of Absence

Margaret Waldron, Kindergarten Teacher, Cornwall Terrace, 12/3/2009 & 12/4/2009
     (2 working days)
Donnasue Thompson, Instrumental Music Teacher, Cornwall Terrace/Lincoln Park, 12/17/09 & 
     12/18/09 (2 working days)

Christine Graber, Speech Therapist, Spring Ridge, 11/3/09, 11/5/09 & 11/17/09 (3  working 
     days)

 Robin Graffius, Art Teacher, Whitfield, 1/22/10 (1 working day)

Change of Status

Kimberly Spangler, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Cornwall Terrace, 25 hours per 
     week to 29.5 hours per week, eff. 11/17/09
Carol Yerger, Van Driver to Substitute Van Driver, as needed, eff. 11/2/09

Katie Witsoe, Long Term Substitute, 3rd Grade, Green Valley to Long Term Substitute,   

     Kindergarten, Green Valley, eff. 11/10/2009- approximately 2/8/2010. (replacing Tara    

     Sasse while she is out on maternity leave)
Janice Livingood-Goldshtain, Skills Tutor, Southern Junior High to Day to Day Substitute, 
     eff. 11/9/09
Lucy Kramer, Instructional Assistant for the Fast ForWord program, Whitfield, 20 hours per 
     week to 29 hours per week, eff. 11/16/09- the end of  the 09-10 school  year
Appointments
Hourly Teachers

Teresa Small, SOAR to Success Teacher, Green Valley, 17 hours per week, eff. 11/10/09 (replacing Mike Akers who resigned eff. 10/29/09)

 Sarah Melzer, Math Resource Teacher, Green Valley, 8 hours per week, eff.  11/16/09

Certified Substitute Teachers (eff. 11/17/09 unless otherwise noted)
Kellie Graeff, Biology

Carol MacCallum, Elementary (eff. 11/5/09)

Kasey Nye, Elementary

Becky Scalese, German

Emergency Substitute Teachers (eff. 11/17/09)
Andrew Dornes, Secondary
Barry Fry, Secondary

Veronica Johnson, Elementary & Secondary

Thomas Tschop, Elementary & Secondary

Nurse Substitutes

Whitney Turner

Support Staff

 Victoria Schifalacqua, Substitute Special Education Instructional Assistant, District wide, 
     eff.  11/17/09.
Cathy Alvord, Special Education Instructional Assistant, Southern Junior High, 12 hours per 
     week, eff. 11/16/09
 Sarah Melzer, Program Coordinator, Green Valley, 11 hours per week, eff.11/16/09

District Grade Level Leaders (Stipend of $1,000 pro rated, eff. 11/5/09)
Grade 2 – Krista Steffy, replacing Denise Boyer (7/20/09 agenda)

Extracurricular

Resignation

Tim Prokopovits – Senior High Student Council Co-Advisor.

 Nick Fox – Senior High Student Council Co-Advisor

Head Southern JH Wrestling Coach

Chris Lesko

Assistant Southern JH Girls Basketball Coach
Karl Foerster

Assistant Central JH Girls Basketball Coach
Billy Harrison
New Student Council Advisor
Kathy Hagee 

Southern Junior High Winter Cheerleader Co-Coach

Kristin Moyer 
IBA Director
Nick Fox 
Assistant Varsity Ice Hockey Coach (Volunteer) 

Scott Hayick

Senior High Girls Basketball (Volunteer)

Angela Piscitelli

Southern JH Wrestling (Volunteer)
Walt Wooleyhand – Walt is a custodian at Wilson Southern.

Girls Bowling Volunteer

Laura Spoonhoward

Senior High Wrestling (Volunteers)
Tom Sculley

Brett Czarnecki

Barry Smith
Matt Nguyen

Ryan McCallum

Dale Mills

AGENDA ITEM 

Accepted with gratitude the following donations
a.) $297.57 to Wilson High School from Ohiopyle Prints, Inc.  to be used for graduation expenses
b.) From Mrs. Robin Pruitt, a Pearl Snare Drum Kit valued at approximately $125.00.    The instrument will be used by a Whitfield band student who is unable to purchase an instrument.

c.) $258.70 to Southern Jr. High from VSN Photography, LLC to be used for student activities.
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved to submit the following delinquent accounts to Berks County Tax Claim Bureau:
· One Berkshire Heights January 2008 interim tax bill
· One Lower Heidelberg Township January 2008 interim tax bill

· Three Sinking Spring Borough January 2008 interim tax bills
· Two Spring Township January 2008 interim tax bills
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Granted permission to waive tuition from 10/17/09 until the end of the school year for Andrew     

     Franckowiak, Gr. 12, High School, whose parent moved out of the district (as per Board   

     Policy #202).
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Ratified placement of one 18-year old High School male on 11/9/09 into the Wilson/Governor 
     Mifflin Alternative Education Program.
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the PSBA Administrative & Support Staff Compensation Study Agreement 
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved Suspension of Policy Concerning Three Readings Policy Before Adoption regarding 

     adoption of the Safety Policy as item #10 on this agenda.
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved to adopt, effective immediately, the  Safety Committee Policy, which is required for  

     Workers' Compensation Coverage 
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved the  Educational Services Contract with Alternatives Unlimited 
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Granted permission to purchase a fork lift from Buy-Rite Equipment, Inc., 3971 Independence Drive, Schnecksville, PA  18078, at a cost of $5,995.00, to be paid from Capital Reserve Funds.
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Granted permission to pay the invoices for cleaning services performed by SERVPRO in the 
     amount of $28,102.06, from Capital Reserve Funds.
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Granted permission for the chiller repair at Southern, totaling the amount of $16,372.10, be paid 
     from Capital Reserve Funds.  The repair is part of our capital improvement list.
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Granted permission to seek bids for roof replacements at the High School Auditorium, Spring  

     Ridge Elementary School and Whitfield Elementary School
WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Approved  the tax collector agreements effective January 1, 2010 with Lillian B. Cramsey, 
     Sandra M. Davis, Barbara H. Reeser, and Dorothy T. Schmidt as per attached

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
Second reading of the following policies (Attached)


Policy #237 – Electronic Devices (revised)


Policy #718 – Service Animals in Schools (new)


Policy #818 – Contracted Services (revised)
WSD Vision Plank 1 – Improve upon or expand Wilson’s portfolio to advance student success.

WSD Vision Plank 6 – Control for fiscal accountability.
COMMITTEE AGENDA ITEMS

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Berks Career and Technology Center Representative
Berks County I.U. Board Representative

Berks E.I.T. Representative 

Curriculum Committee Chairman

Extracurricular Committee Chairman

Facilities Committee Chairman

Finance Committee Chairman

Human Resources Committee Chairman

Legislative/PA School Board Assn. Representative

Public Relations Chairman

Education Foundation Report

Student Outreach Chairman

Technology Chairman

Solicitor

OTHER BUSINESS

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Enrollment Update - As of November 10, 2009, the total district enrollment is 5,801 students. This is a decrease of 5 students since last month’s report.

	








