SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER

November 7, 2006
​
Among the actions taken by the Board at its meeting last evening were the following:
-- Accepted the Audit Report for the 2005-2006 fiscal year.
---Ratified/approved the following:
Field Trips
       High School Humanity students, (approx. 100), Doug Stenberg, Sarah Leiby, Peter Sunderman, and

1 chaperone (TBD), “Flags of Our Fathers” film, Fairgrounds Cinema Center, Muhlenberg 

Township, 11/08/06.
        20th Century American History high school students (15), Peter Riffle and Elaine Schwenk,

“Flags of Our Fathers” film, Fairgrounds Cinema Center, Muhlenberg Township, 11/09/06.
        Central Jr. H.S. 7th grade English students (120), Jacqueline Fox and 4 chaperones (TBD),

“Youth and Prejudice: Lessons of the Holocaust”, Empie Theatre, Muhlenberg College, 11/11/06.
        Central Jr. H.S. 7th grade English students (107), Mary Ann Gillmor and 4 chaperones, (TBD),


 “Youth and Prejudice: Lessons of the Holocaust”, Empie Theatre, Muhlenberg College, 11/16/06.
       Participations
       Kathryn Focht, FBLA Regional Competition Meeting, Alvernia College, Reading (PA), 11/14/06.
       Wayne Foley, Frank Reese, Tim Prokopovits, and Kathy Hagee, Education Issues with Congress,

Washington, DC, 11/14/06.
       Ed Ulmer, presentation by Captain Chris Ferguson (“Atlantis”shuttle pilot/astronaut), Archbishop Ryan High
School, Philadelphia (PA), 11/15/06.
        Southern Jr. H.S. concert band, band front, & select chorus, Edward Luckey, Nancy Voigt, Rick Tothero, 

        Luke Hadfield and 12 chaperones (TBD), High Notes Music Festival, Pittsburgh (PA), 5/11-5/12/07.
       CHILD CARE FIELD TRIPS (all expenses paid by Child Care and Parents)
       Berkshire Heights and Senior High Centers to South Mountain YMCA, Wernersville, PA, 4/26/07.
---Ratified/approved the SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT as follows:
       Unpaid Leave of Absence
       Barbara Bitz, Secretary to the Principal, Lincoln Park, 11/6 & 11/7/06 (2 working days).
       Childbearing/Childrearing Leaves
       Jennifer Huyett, Grade 6, Whitfield, beginning on or about March 29, 2007 and ending on or about the

first day of the 2007-2008 school year.

       Kiernan Melograna, Assistant Athletic Trainer, beginning on or about April 24, 2007 and ending in the


Fall of 2007.
       Medical Leave Extension

       Debra Strohmayr, Special Ed. Teacher, Southern, 2/01/07 – 4/30/07.
       Resignations


Holly Fisher, Secretarial Aide, Southern, eff. 11/6/06.


Laura Heckman, Substitute Food Service Worker, eff. 11/1/06.


Denise Ernesto, Substitute Food Service Worker, eff. 11/1/06.


Brenda Dunmoyer, Substitute Food service Worker, eff. 11/1/06

       Cindy Cockrum, Math Resource Teacher, Cornwall Terrace, eff. 10/20/06.


Marie Watson, Substitute School Nurse, eff. 11/8/06.


Carolann Schneiderhan, Full-Time Vocal Music Teacher, Cornwall Terrace & Lincoln Park, eff. 12/21/06.
       Change in Status
       Sherry Auman, B to B+24, eff. 8/24/06

       Leah Calverase, M to M+6, eff. 8/24/06
       Amanda Kurowski, Autistic Support Instructional Assistant, Central Jr. High, from 25 hrs./wk. to 29/5hrs./wk.,


eff. 11/7/06.

       Wayne Rohrbach, Regular Bus Driver to Substitute Bus Driver, eff. 11/13/06.

       Martha Wolfe, Math Resource and PACE teacher, Grade 5, Green Valley, to Long-Term Substitute, Grade, 5,


Green Valley, beginning on or about 12/01/06 until on or about 3/9/07.
       Appointments (effective date pending receipts of all documents)
      Emergency Substitutes (eff. 11/07/06)
       Rebecca Forrester, Elementary

       Deanna Cusatis, Elementary and Secondary

       John Plummer, Elementary and Secondary

      Support Staff 
       Melissa Silvious, Monitorial Aide, Shiloh Hills, 7.5 hrs./wk., eff. 10/31/06.

       Phyllis Harwell, Monitorial Aide, Lincoln Park, 7.5 hrs./wk., eff. 10/17/06.

       Alison Hertzog, Substitute School Nurse, eff. 11/7/06.

       Krystine Simons, Full-Time 2nd Shift Custodian, Southern Jr. H.S., eff. 11/1/06.

       Evelyn Hanely, Social Skills Teacher, Spring Ridge, 1 hr./mo., eff. 11/6/06.

       Carol Horning, Full-Time 10-month, Secretary to the Assistant Director of Curriculum & Staff Development,
eff. 11/7/06.
       Dawn Snyder, Math Resource Teacher, Cornwall Terrace, 7.5 hrs./wk.., eff. 11/8/06.

       Erin Knight, Soar to Success Teacher, Green Valley, 17 hrs./wk., eff. 10/19/06.

       Starrett Stevens, Part-Time Food Service Cashier, Central, eff. 11/7/06.

       Holly Maurer, Part-Time Food Service Worker, Shiloh Hills, 15 hrs./wk., eff. 11/13/06.

       Richard Behney, Substitute Van Drive, eff. 11/7/06.
       Approval of the 2006-2007 Staff Leaders
       Sue Shanaman
Berkshire Heights


       Rick Tothero

Cornwall Terrace



       Mary Ann Reed
Green Valley



       Susan Matzuk
Lincoln Park



       Laura Perry

Shiloh Hills



       Karen Kern

Spring Ridge
              

       Rita Barbon

Whitfield



       Jennifer Adams
West Wyomissing

       Professional Employee Status
       Temporary Professional Employees who have fulfilled the requirement of Section 1108 of the School Code

       of Pennsylvania and are eligible for the status of Professional Employee effective 11/07/06:


Diane Leopold, High School
Jenny Kriston, Whitfield



Sarah Leiby, High School

Julie Wilchek, Cornwall Terrace



Anthony Dusko, Shiloh Hills
Marci Yousaitis, Southern

       Extracurricular Programs/Staff   

           Appointment

           Tara Sasse, Assistant Girls’ Basketball Coach, Wilson Southern
       Child Care Programs/Staff
           Appointments

            Jessica Lodek, Student Aide, Whitfield Center, 10 hrs./wk., eff. 11/06/06.
           Change In Status

           Teresa Amorosa, from Aide to Assistant Supervisor, Green Valley Center, 27.5 hrs./wk.., eff. 4/07/06.

           Taryn Rocktashel, Assistant Supervisor, Shiloh Hills (returning from maternity leave), 15 hrs./wk., eff. 10/16/06.
--  Accepted with gratitude, the following donations:
            a.) $1,284.75 from Lifetouch National School Studios to Wilson Central Junior High School to be used 

                 for PSSA preparation/activities;

            b.) $177.28 from TARGET to Wilson Central Junior High School to be used for PSSA preparation/activities;

            c.) One (1) digital camera (approx. value $385) from Wyomissing WalMart to the Wilson Central Junior 
                 High School to be used by the Student Council organization.

--   Ratified the placement of one male High School student, Grade 11, on 10/30/06 into the Alsace Alternative

 Education program.

--   Agreed to enroll foreign exchange student, Naja Nielson, (from Denmark),  Grade 12, High School, for the 

      2006-2007 school year. Organization placing the student is Youth for Understanding.

--   Authorized change to definition of Long Term Substitute Teacher from 90 or more consecutive days to 45 or

      more consecutive days.

--   Approved to add the following course to the Senior High School Program of Studies Booklet for the 2007-2008 

      school year:   Film Course – Grades 11 & 12.

--   Granted permission to revise the English curriculum at the high school level where all students will take 
        CP English or Honors English and an AP English option available to the students.

--   Granted permission to submit the High School’s School Improvement Plan to the Department of Education for 
      final approval.

--
Approved the agreement with The Reading Hospital Center for Mental Health beginning November 1, 2006,

     through June 30, 2007, for student mental and drug and alcohol assessment services. 

--  Approved to continue the agreement with Berks Eye Physicians & Surgeons, LTD, for the 2006-2007 school  year.

--  Approved to increase the cost of a substitute teacher, i.e, what the District charges a teacher when they have a

         discretionary leave and must pay the cost of a sub, from $96.00 per day to $103.50.

--  Granted permission to approve a learning support instructional assistant position, Shiloh Hills, 25 hrs./wk.,
     effective 11/7/06. 
--  Granted permission to change the hourly pay rate for ITEP Instructors that are non-contracted instructors, i.e. Lab 
     Assistants, etc., from $18.00/hr. to $20.00/hr. for the remainder of the 2006-2007 school year. 
--  Granted permission to hire Dr. George Giovanis to serve as interim principal at the Cornwall Terrace Elementary 
     School on an emergency basis effective December 11, 2006, until a suitable replacement is found. 
--  Approved a five-year lease agreement with ITS Mailing Systems, Inc., for a folding/stuffing machine at a cost of

     $122/month for the first twelve months and then $174/month for the remaining 48 months. 
--  Approved to award a 60-month operating lease with maintenance for 2 Risograph copiers to Stratix Systems

    (formerly known as CopyWorld, Inc.), Shillington, PA, under the terms of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

    Contract #3610-04 for an annual cost of $3,129.12. 
-- Approved to contract with Berks County Intermediate Unit to transport one student to Wordsworth Academy for a

    fee of $101.60 per day for the 2006-2007 school term. 
--  Adopted Revised Policy #543 – Paid Holidays.
--  Held the first reading of the following policies:


Policy #217 – Graduation Requirements (revised)


Policy #250 – Student Recruitment (revised)


Policy #624 – Taxable Fringe Benefits (new)


Policy #706.1 – Disposal of Surplus Property (new)


Policy #717 – Cellular Telephones Provided by District (new)


Policy #916 – School Volunteers (revised)

--  Georgann Syphard, Director of Pupil Services, gave a presentation on PSSA.
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