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Honors Biology: How Nuclear Radiation/Carbon-14 Dating Works
How do we know how old things are?
1. On your own…Go to the www.howstuffworks.com website. Find the pages on “How Nuclear Radiation Works” and “How Carbon-14 Dating Works”. Answer…
2. What makes certain isotopes of elements radioactive? What do all radioactive isotopes do?
3. By what processes do radioactive elements decay?
4. What is half life? How can it be used as a way to date things? What are the limitations of this method of dating?
5. Where does carbon-14 come from?
6. What other elements can be used as radiometric dating tools? What are their useful “ranges”?
