Name: _______________________________________________ Date: __________ Period: _________

How are organisms classified? (Creating a Dichotomous Key)

3.3.10.A(1) Identify and characterize major life forms according to their placement in existing classification groups.
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1. What is a dichotomous key? How is it used to classify organisms?

	

	

	

	


2. On your own…
· Read and follow the procedure on the “Chapter 17 – Investigation: Creating a Dichotomous Key for Limpet Shells” handout. You may wish to cut apart the sheet with the pictures on it, as a way to help you group the shells as you construct your key.
· The goal is to create your own system (Dichotomous Key) to classify the shells. You MUST type this key (this will count as the “summarize” section of your conclusion) using MS Word and turn it in with this completed summation sheet!
Conclusions:

Analyze: Compare your key with other students’. What different categories did others use to organize the shells:

	

	

	

	

	


Identify Problems: What problems arose as you constructed your key?

	

	

	

	


Infer: If you were given the actual shells…what additional characteristics could you have used to make your key?

	

	

	

	

	

	


Apply: What is meant by the phrase “mutually exclusive”? Why is it important that the paired statements used in your dichotomous key describe mutually exclusive characteristics?

	

	

	

	

	

	


Summation: Summarize what you have learned about dichotomous keys by completing this activity:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


